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Christmas Joy 
By Joseph Taylor Britan 


UT of the vaulted blue Christ came, 
Attended by an angel throng. 

He took man’s nature and man’s name, 

That we might sing the angels’ song. 


“Peace on earth,” the angels sang, 
“Glory to God” who reigns on high; 
And all the bells of Heaven rang 
That Christ had heard man’s anguished 
ery. : 3 


O Heaven was lonely when He left — 
A vacant seat on Heaven’s throne — 
For God was of His Son bereft 
That He might ransom all His own. 


O great and glorious mystery 
In which the love of God is seen, 
That Christ should die for you and me 
And slay the enmity between. 


“Glory to God,” we, too, may sing, 
If we His Son will now receive; 

And “Peace on earth” shall ever ring 
In every heart that will believe. 


. we 
The Prince of Peace 


After the angelic announcement of 
the Saviour came the heavenly chorus 
giving glory.to'God and promising peace 


on earth. Men long for that peace and 
wonder why it has never yet come to 
stay. It is because, as a whole, men will 
not begin at the right place. The recog- 
nition of Christ as Son of God and Sav- 
iour and the ascription of glory to God 
must come before there can be any 
individual or universal peace. This 
world spurned the King when He came 
to earth the first time, and so it has 
had war. He will come again and 
enforce universal peace — which no one 
government or union of governments 
can do now. Many now living have seen 
two great wars, and rumors of another 
flash on the’ horizon like distant, sum- 
mer lightning. But though permanent 
outward peace will not come to this 
world until the King returns in all His 
power and glory, yet there is inward 
peace for all who will let Him enter 
their hearts. He will come only to those 
who confess that they are sinners, and 
see in Him the only begotten Son of 
God and their Saviour from sin. Through 
Him they can have “peace with God” 
(Rom. 5:1), and “the peace of God” 
(Phil. 4:7). Then they have the right 


to count upon that glorious promise in 
Isaiah 26:3: 
Thou 
Wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
Whose mind is stayed on 
Thee: 
‘Because he trusteth in 
Thee. 
Thus arranged, the promise reveals God 
Himself as the beginning, the center, and 
the climax of all peace. When the aged 
Apostle John wrote to the seven 
churches in Asia, he invoked for them 
grace and peace from 


\ 


Him which was 
Him which is 
Him which is to come; 


and “from Jesus Christ, who is the faith- 
ful witness, and the first begotten of the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
earth” (Rev. 1:4, 5). So at this Christ- 
mas season, whatever may be the out- 
ward conditions, let us keep our eyes 
fixed upon Emmanuel, God with us, who 
said to John, “I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty” (1:8). 


The Christmas Message in the 


Old Testament 


Ar editorial by Ernest Gordon 


I o 

CONCERNING THE Two NATURES OF CHRIST 

RHAPS the two best known verses 
P:: the Gospels are Luke 2:11, the 

Christmas message, and John 3:16, 
the “miniature Gospel,” as Luther called 
it. It is noticeable that they correspond 
to the double phrase of Isaiah 9:6. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There shall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel” (Num. 24:17). 




















The Prediction in Isaiah 9:6 
The human nature The divine nature 
“For unto us a “Unto us a son 
child is born.” is given.” 
The Fulfillment in Luke and John 
“For unto you “For God s0 
is born this day loved the world, 
in the city of Da- that he gave his 





vid.” only begotten 
Son.” 
Born of the Sent into the 
flesh. world from 
Heaven (John 3: 
17). 
The child’s birth The “son is 
is announced in given” in John, 











appear eae 
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Luke, the Gospel 
of Christ’s human- 
ity. 

“And thou shalt 
call . name Je- 
sus, for he shall 
save his people 
from. their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21). This 
is the earthly 
ministry of Him 
who-was born a 
child, 


In the fourth of 
Galatians, verse 4, 
Paul paraphrases 
Isaiah’s “unto us a 
child is born” in 
the phrase, “made 
of a woman,” that 
is, made of a 
woman in the vir- 
gin manner de- 
scribéd by Paul’s 
co - missionary, 
Luke, in his Gos- 
pel. 





the Gospel of 
Christ’s divinity. 


God gave His 
only begotten Son 
to impart the 
heavenly gift of 
eternal life to His 
people. ‘“Whoso- 
ever believeth in 
him should. not 
perish.” 


Paul, when he 
said, “God _ sent 
forth his Son” 
(Gal. 4:4), re- 
peated John 3:17, 
“ee -aemti . 
{forth, apesteilen] 
his Son . . . that 
the world through 
him might be 
saved.” ° This is a 
far-away echo in 
the Epistles of the 
Isaiahn prophecy, 
“Unto us a son is 
given.” 





Scripture is full of surprises. How 
neatly the angelic message of Christmas 


night is presented ! 


It is like a rosebud 


ready to open in full splendor. The 
great Old Testament prophecies are 
carefully wrapped in it, fold on fold, 
petal upon petal. Thus: 


*I bring unto 
you good tidings 
of great joy, which 
shall be to all peo- 
ple” (Luke 2:10). 

“For unto you is 
born...” 


“In the city of 


David” 


“A Saviour,” 


“Which is 


* Christ” (i.e., Mes- 


siah) 





“And in thy 
seed shall all the 
nations of the 
earth be blessed” 
(Gen, 22:18). 


“For unto us a 
child is born... 
ta son is given” 
(with the re- 
splendent sen- 
tences that follow 
Isa, 9:6). 


“But thou, Beth- 
lehem Ephratah 
... out of thee 
shall he come... 
that is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose 
goings forth have 
been from of old, 
from everlasting” 
(Mic. 5:2). 

“All we like 
sheep have gone 
astray; we have 
turned every one 
to his own way; 
and the Lord hath 
laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” 
(Isa. 53:6). 

“Shall Messiah 
be cut off.” “Sev- 
enty weeks are de- 
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termined upon thy 
people and upon 
thy holy city, to 
finish the trans- 
gression, and to 
make an end of 
sins, and to make 
reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to 
bring in everlast- 
ing righteousness, 
and to seal up the 
* vision and proph- 
ecy, and to anoint 
the most Holy” 
(Dan. 9:26, 24). 


“Behold, I will 
send my messen- 
ger; ‘and he shall 
prepare the way 
before me: and 
the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall sud- 
denly come to his 
temple” (Mal. 3: 
1). 


Thus the sweep of prophecy, right 
across the Old Testament from Abra- 
ham in Genesis to Malachi, is here sum- 
marized in thirty words, and the proph- 
ecies are indicated in sequence and 
chronological order as far as we can 
discover. They include the major Mes- 
sianic prophecies, 


“The Lord.” 








This little discovery has important 
bearing on the subject .of inspiration. 
We cannot think of Luke as having de- 
liberately sat down to concoct the story 
of an angelic announcement nor that, if 
he had so done, he would have con- 
ceived the idea of putting into that brief 
announcement a statement of the ful- 
fillment of the great Messianic predic- 
tions of the Old Testament in the birth 
of a child. Rather, we have here an 
example of what is described in the 
first chapter of his Gospel, where he 
pictures himself as following with ac- 
curacy all things anothen, “from above,” 
that is, as given from above. 


In similar fashion, in the first chap- 
ter of John’s Gospel, the titles given to 
Jesus correspond each to a Messianic 
prophecy: the co-existing Word (Prov. 
8: 22-30); the Son of God (Psa. 2:7, 12); 
the Light (1 Kings 11:36 and Psa. 132: 
17); the Lamb of God (Isa. 53:7); the 
Messiah (Dan. 9:26ff); Him of whom 
Moses wrote (Deut. 18:15, 18); the Son 
of man (Dan. 7:13); and the reference 
to the great patriarchal prornise of Gen- 
esis 28:14 implied in John 1:51. Here, 
in the beginning of John’s Gospel, as 


in the opening of Luke’s, the contin- 


uity of the new revelation with the old 
is foreshadowed. Again, it is impossible 
to think of John as having, with. great 
ingenuity, inserted into his narrative 
this esoteric intimation of the fulfillment 
of prophecy and carried it throughout 


(Continued on page 1223) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Scripture Union Booklets 


In the issue of September 6 is an 
article, “Pray, Prepare, and Work,” by 
Vivian D. Gunderson. A reference is 
made therein to Scripture Union pub- 
lications, such as “Daily Bread,” as 
though such were well and widely 
known. May I ask what is referred 
to here? Since the author speaks so 
well of them, maybe it would be well 
to be acquain with such helpful 
materials. 


_ I like this type of article, because 
it really may —- up new fields for 
some teacher. It gives one additional 
tools to use. Can we have more like 
it?—A New Jersey reader. 

“Daily Bread” is one of a series of 
booklets and small magazines issued by 
the Scripture Union of England. The 
London address is 5 Wigmore St., W. 1, 
the same as that of the Children’s Spe- 
cial Servicé Mission. 


The booklet called “Daily Bread” is 
issued six times a year, and each copy 
contains Bible readings and comments 
for two months. For example, the book- 
let for July and August this year con- 
tains selected readings from Judges, 
chapters 14-16; Ruth; Psalms 103-106; and 
Mark, chapters 1-15. For each day the 
references are given for the Scripture 
passage, and these are followed by brief 
and pointed comments, and a _ short 
prayer. There are notes for two days 
on each page. The comments in “Daily 
Bread” this year are written by the Rev. 
G. R. Harding Wood, M.A. 


Other similar booklets issued by the 
Scripture Union are “Daily Notes on the 
Scripture Portions”; “Senior Study Notes. 
on the Senior Scripture Portions”; 
“Junior Members’ Notes” (particularly 
good for family worship); and “The 
Scripture Union Key. Notes.” In addi- 
tion, there are small magazines: Our 
Own Magazine, Every Girl’s Magazine, 
the Boys’ Magazine, and C.S.S.M. Maga- 
zine. There are also membership cards 
an@ a Scripture Union memorization 
almanac. 

In the United States, any one of the 
first four booklets (exclusive of “Key 
Notes”) mentioned may be had at an 
annual subscription of 50 cents a year, 
each, from Mrs. E. Schuyler English, Sky- 
top, Pa. Mrs, English can take subscrip- 
tions for the Boys’ Magazine and Every 
Girl’s Magazine at $1 each. 

These may be had at the same price 
in Canada from the Scripture Union, 30 
St. Mary St., Toronto 5, Can. The Cana- 
dian office will be glad to send upon re- 
quest a price list of these and other 
Scripture Union publications. * 

Times subscribers will not forget “For 
Family Worship,” conducted each week 
in the Times by Ernest M. Wadsworth, 
D.D., and containing Scripture readings, 
comments, and prayer suggestions. 
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No Room for Him? 


The Bethlehem inn then andenow, and its message to us 





O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie. 


FTER all these changing years, 
A Bethlehem is still a sweet little 


town. Almost daily during the 
past year, I have driven past, it on the 
Jerusalem-Hebron road, and it always 
stirs my heart as I look up from the 
steering wheel and the road ahead to 
look at Bethlehem, where, quoting 
from Martin Luther’s Cradle Song, 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet 

head. 

From the Holman Hunt stone bench 
you can see Bethlehem, from the hill 
where the church of the Prophet Elijah 
is built. It is even more lovely coming 
from the opposite direction from He- 
bron. It touches one’s heart, and were 
it not for the necessity of dodging busses, 
army trucks, camels, and donkeys, one’s 
eyes would cloud over with tears; but 
it takes clear vision driving in 1947 and 
a steady hand on the wheel, both in 
Palestine and in America, and not too 
many glances at Bethlehem while some 
caterpillar tank- goes roaring by. Rather 
different from A.D. 1. 

So much has changed Since the Wise 
Men came to Bethlehem, but not men’s 
hearts. They are the same. 

Stars are very bright in Palestine, .as 
we who sleep under that sky know so 
well. ‘Tradition says that when the Wise 
Men were walking they looked away 
from the’ star for a few moments and 
then could not find it again, but look- 
ing down into the “Well of the Magi” 
they saw it reflected from overhead, 
telling them that the journey was nearly 
over. It is indeed scarce three miles 
from that well, which is still being used, 
to Bethlehem. 

The stars in the sky looking down where 

He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 

No, it was not even so good as hay, 
for there are no fragrant hay mows at 
Bethlehem. There are too many sheep 
on. those rocky pastures to let the hay 
grow. It was harsheold straw trampled 
and ,soiled by the feet of the animals 
of the threshing floor that was good 
enough for my Saviour and yours. 

And there the Prince of Glory was 
born and was laid upon the trampled, 
soiled straw after the beautiful, sweet 
virgin had cuddled’her first-born in her 
arms. Perhaps it was the sudden light, 
which must have plainly showed alse 
in the manger from shining in the Shep- 
herds’ Fields not far away, that. awak- 
ened the cattle. 

The cattle are lowing, 

wakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no eryhg He makes. 


the poor. Baby 


There are few words in Scripture 
more full of pathos than Luke’s 
simple. explanation of why Christ 
was born in a manger: “Because 
there was no room for them in the 
inn.” Spoken of the birth of any 
child, it would touch our hearts; but 
this was the Lord of glory!. Dr. 
Lambie looks back to that scene 
with the eyes of one who has given 
the Lord Jesus pre-eminence in his 
own life, who has long meditated in 
His Word, and who knows Bethle- 
hem well, for his home is now in 
Palestine. He is thoroughly familiar 
with Eastern customs, for, as many 
readers of the Times know, he is a 
missionary of long experience in 
Ethiopia. Today he is serving under 
the Independent Board for Presbyte- 
rian Foreign Missions, now on fur- 
lough in this country, and expecting 
to establish a sanatorium not far 
from Hebron. His meditation on the 
inn at Bethlehem brings a strong 
and unusual Christmas message to 
every Christian heart. 








What a good baby He must have been! 
God’s greatest gift! His holiest gift! 
That little heavenly babe! 

I believe that there are two different 
words translated as inn. An English 
friend writes that in this instance it 
means, “The place of unloosing.” Bur- 
dens are here laid down, tight clothing 
loosened, the day’s work is over. Slip- 
pers and an open fireplace, a book and 
an easy chair. Ah, yes, our place of 
unloosing and our time of unloosing, 
our leisure time, so often leaves our 
Lord Jesus Christ outside. No room for 
Him in the place of unloosing. No room 
in that inn, 

The- other name for inn, as in the 
instance of the Good Samaritan, means, 
“The place of all reception.” Where all 
are received. ‘Both the victim of the 
thieves and his rescuer, both the priest 
and the Levite, reception room is pro- 
vided for all, for all excepting the Lord 
of Glory: There was no room in the 
place of “all reception” for Him. No 
room in the inn of “all: reception.” 

He was refused admittance to the 
place of “all reception” that He might 
more truly dnd eloqueritly say; “Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wise 
cast out.” Room for all. 

In this year of our Lord, 1947, if we 
could “let every heart prepare Him 
room,” thén today’s thundering cater- 
pillar tanks of destruction on the Beth- 
lehem road would not matter so much, 
but our times are so taken up with 
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By Tom Lambie, M.D. 


so many things, the flurry of Christmas 
buying —“Would she like this?” or, 
“What will I get?” — that we do not pre- 
pare Him room. 

We can no longer carry gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh to Bethlehem, for 
even if we wanted to do so, He is not 
there. He is risen; He is ascended. Pal- 
estine regulations of today would not 
permit the Magi to bring those things 
in without first observing a lot of red 
tape, getting entry permits, and. the ob- 
serving of sterling area regulations. We 
can, however, make room in the inn for 
Him, in our inn, our thoughts, our souls, 
for remember that Hc must have the 
highest place, as in the beautiful words 
of John Oxenham, “Nor will He rest 
with any, save as Chiefest Guest,” Let 
us make Him chiefest Guest. 

We cannot carry gold to Bethlehem 
for the Holy Child, but we can give 
rhoney for that mission school or hos- 
pital. We can entertain God’s messen- 
gers from many a home and foreign field. 
We can let the burning, fragrant myrrh 
of our devotion to Him result in holier 
living here upon earth on our part, and 
the frankincense of our devoted lives 
minister to His needs in ministering to 
others in His name. 

Oh, what an opportunity the innkeeper 
had, and missed! What a chance we 
have! They would miss it today just 
the same, for, again quoting from Oxen- 
ham: 

THE INN oF LIFE 
By John Oxenham 


As it was in the Beginning, ~ 
Is. Now, — ; 
And...? 


Anno Domini 1, 
“No room! 
No room! 
The Inn is full, 
Yea — overfull. 
No room have we 
For. such as ye— 
Poor -folk of Galilee, 
Pass on! Pass on!” 


“Nay then !— 

Your charity 

Will ne’er deny 

Some corner mean, 

Where she may lie unseen. 


For see !— 
Her time is nigh.” 
“Alack! And she 


So young and fair! 

Place have we none; 

And yet—how bid ye gone? 
Stay. then!— Out there 
Among the beasts 

Ye may find room, 

And eke a truss 

To lie upon.” 


att, 8 RTRs: 
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Anno Domini 1913, etc., etc. 


“No room! 
No room! 

No room for Thee, 

Taou Man of Galilee! 

The house is full, 

Yea, overfull. 

There is no room for Thee,— 
Pass on! Pass on! 


Nay — see! 

The place is packed. 

We scarce have room 

For our own selves, 

So how shall we 

Find room for Thee, 

Thou Man of Galilee, — 
Pass on! Pass on! 


But —if Thou shouldst 
This way agairf, 
And we can find 
So-much.as one small corner 
Free from guest, 
Not then in vain 
Thy quest. 
But now — 
The: house is full, 
Pass on!” 


Christ passes 

On His ceaseless quest, 
Nor will He rest 

With any, , 

Save as Chiefest Guest. 


Simple folk received Him. The shep- 
herds were like that. Pasturing their 
flocks in the Shepherds’ Fields which 
tradition places a mile or so east of 
Jerusalem, near the present Birt Zahur 
—near a very large, low cave. They 
knew all about lambs, but they had 
not known of the Lamb of God. 

It is cold in December in Palestine. 
Some years there is even snow on the 
ground’ at Christmas, although this is 
not. commen, and ‘usually it comes a 
month later. But the night wind blew 
chill upon the shepherds as they wrap- 
ped their soiled coats of sheepskin with 
long wool lett on about them for pro- 
tection from the cold, 

They were taking advantage of the 
first green grass that comes after the 
early rains of November and Decem- 
ber. Lambing time was not far off, and 
the ewes must be as well fed as possible; 
but care must be taken against prowl- 
ing wolves or jackals; and now, as it 
grew later, perhaps they were thinking 
of folding their sheep within the large 
cave. They had kindled a small fire of 
brushwood and dried weeds to warm 
themselves — they were poor shepherds 
— when, suddenly, a light shone about 
them that extinguished the light of their 
small blaze, for Heaven’s window was 
open and the glory was shining through. 
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid.” Man is always afraid when 
he sees the exceeding shining of that 
great glory, and these sheepskin. clad 
shepherds were no exception to the rule. 
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“And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not [oh, how God has to calm their 
fears]: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in [Bethlehem] the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” 

I love those Shepherds’ Fields. Last 
year I stood by the old cave, and with 
others sang “Joy to the world! the Lord 
is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room” — 
and that means me. That means my 
heart, and your heart. That means 
everything yielded up, everything laid 
down. 

Some missionaries in India were good 
friends to the Viceroy. Sometimes he 
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would come to thelr district on official 
business to stay a few days, and he 
would always visit them and even stay 
with them. When he came, the mission- 
aries who had a large house, moved out 
of it completely, and left it all to their 
guest. The Viceroy moved in, but his 
first act after that was to write them 
an invitation to come back and be his 
guest; and so with us. We are the inn- 
keeper. Wé must make room for the 
Heavenly Guest. We must clear out. 
Maintain no hold upon anything. Take 
it all, dear Heavenly Visitor. The Mas- 
ter smiles so sweetly. He moves in, and 
then, oh, wonder of wonders, “Come 
back and be my guest. I cannot be 
happy without you in the house. Come 
in and abide with Me.” With eyes that 
well with tears, hearts broken at His 
kindness and condescending love, we 
move back, not for a brief visit for a 
few days, but forever and forever. 

There is room, dear Lord Jesus, for 
Thee in our inn. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


When Africans First Heard of the Saviour 


As a native word threw a floodlight of meaning on @ missionary's message 


HEN Dr. Willis R. Hotchkiss went 

to Central Africa to carry the glo- 
rious news of salvation to the benighted 
people who live there, ‘he had great 
trouble to find a word that would ex- 
plain to them the Saviour who died to 
save them. Day after day he lived and 
labored to tell them of Jesus who was 
mighty to save, but with little success. 
Cver two years had passed and he had 
waited in vain for the right word to 
make them understand what he was try- 
ing to tell them. He had mastered many 
words of their language, but this magic 
word “Saviour” he could not translate 
clearly and adequately. 

One night, he was sitting with some of 
the natives around their campfire after 
the sickening scenes of the day when 
revelry and sin heid sway. The mourn- 
ful howl of the hyena could plainly 
be heard. The men were talking of 
incidents of the day, when Kikuvi, the 
most intelligent of the natives, began 
to tell about Mr. Krieger, who was labor- 
ing in another tribe and who had been 
attacked by a lion and badly torn. Ki- 
kuvi had come to his rescue and had 
driven the lion away. Kikuvi modestly 
said, “Bwana nukuthaniwan na Kikuvi 
{The master was saved by Kikuvi].” 

The missionary could have leaped for 
joy. At last he had heard the precious 
word. He immediately changed the verb 
from the passive to the active form, and 
said: “Ukuthania Bwana? [You saved 
the master?]” This proving correct, the 
missionary said: “Why, Kikuvi, ‘this is 
the word I have been trying to get you 
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to tell me these many days, because I 
wanted to tell you why Jesus, the Son 
of God, came to this earth.” “Oh,” Ki- 
kuvi interrupted, his black face lighting 
up as he turned to the missionary: “I 
see it now. I understand! Jesus came 
to kuthania [save] us from our sins, and 
to deliver us from the hands of Muima 
{[Satan].” 

Never cid sweeter words fall from 
mortal lips. At last the lonely mission- 
ary had discovered the root from which 
the word for “Saviour” could be formed 
and which would let these poor savages 
know what a “Saviour” really was. 

Willis Hotchkiss rushed to his house 
and fell on his. knecs in praise and 
thanksgiving to God. 

The next day was the Sabbath, and as 
the missionary sat in his house singing 
a translation of a hymn he had just com- 
posed, accompanying it on his guitar, 
Kikuvi came to tell him that a crowd 
was outside and wented to hear him. 

He went out with the joy-bells ringing 
in his soul, and sang for the crowd. But 
he was more arxious to tell them about 
the word he had found that would ex- 
plain the Good News of salvation. “Mu- 
thania! Saviour!” It rang through his 
whole being. He began to speak to the 
crowd when Kikuvi interrupted him 
with a quéstion about the Resurrection, 
which is always an amazing thing to 
these natives. Then Kikuvi asked if he 
might speak. He began to tell the story 
of salvation. Hotchkiss listened in amaze- 
ment. He cquid scarcely believe that this 
poor heathen had grasped the meaning 
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of salvation from the meager way that 
he had thus far been able to preach to 
him. That flash of comprehension by 
the campfire the night before had ex- 
plained it all, The moment the word 
“Saviour” had dawned on his darkened 
vision, all the scattered fragments of 
truth that had been floating through his 
mind became one glorious revelation. 


The missionary felt as if he, too, had 
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received a new revelation of the Sav- 
iour. He had preached Him for years, 
had known Him from childhood, but 
never before had the knowledge seemed 
so precious. In letters that could never 
be effaced, he saw the word “Muthania,” 
the precious Saviour, who had come to 
earth and lived and died to save man- 
kind, 


Toronto, ONtT., CAN. 


The Stranger Within Thy Gates 


How visitors to your Sunday school can be made 
to feel welcome and be prompted to return 


AVE you ever attended Sunday 

school in a strange town or city? 
Have you entertained outside visitors 
recently in your own Sunday school? 
If you have, perhaps you will appre- 
ciate the average visitor’s predicament. 
More important still, perhaps you will 
be moved to do something about it. 
Let me explain. 

It so happens that I travel a good deal, 
and I often take my family with me. 
We have attended large Sunday schools 
and little ones in many states of the 
Union. But I don’t think any Sunday 
school group made so favorable an im- 
pression upon us as the members of a 
small country church in Iowa. 

‘*Il don’t think this little church has 
visitors often. I’m sure nobody in the 
Sunday school was expecting us on that 
particular Lord’s Day. No sooner had 
we ‘popped our heads in at the door, 
however, than things began to happen. 

Thé pleasantest young fellow of about 
fourteen years of age happened to be 
sitting in a rear seat. He jumped up, 
shook hands with us, and introduced 
us to the superintendent. That gentle- 
man promptly took each of us to the 
proper class and introduced us again. 

The class members made a place for 
us.’ In the adult class they brought us 
right into the conversation by explain- 
ing that they had just been, chatting 
about a fire at, the local livery stable. 
When the singing began our neighbors 
shared a hymnal with each of us. The 
lesson books were shared likewise, and 
the teachers took pains to lead us into 
the discussion. 

Not for an instant were we left sit- 
ting alone to wonder what to do next. 
Not once did we feel like outsiders. It 
was more like a home-coming for us 
than a visit. After the morning church 
service, practically all the folks in the 
congregation crowded’ around to shake 
hands with us and to invite us to come 
again. Just recalling that, brief visit 
makes all of us want to be better Chris- 
tians. 

Another visit we shan’t soon forget, 
although I wish we could, represents 
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another type of church school of which 
we have seen far too many. it was 
the Sunday school of a fashionable city 
church in Philadelphia. 


If the size of the crowd that was ar- 
riving when we did was any indication, 
certainly this was a Bible school to 
outshine all others! Timidly we followed 
the crowd inside. Youngsters and older 
folks milled past us in their eagerness 
to reach their classes. Nobody noticed 
us. 


A bit chilled by our reception, we ap- 
proached an old lady who seemed less 
in a hurry than the others. We asked 
to be shown to ‘classes. She wasn’t sure 
where we belonged, so she left us sitting 
together in the rear pew for the open- 
ing exercises, 


There were no hymn books handy, 
and no one offered us any. When the 
assembly dispersed, still we sat there. 
Eventually the overworked superintend- 
ent spied us and took us in tow. Our 








Bethlehem 


By Lucy Powel 


Tue Magi asked: 
“In Bethlehem —Is it far? 
For weeks we've followed yonder star: 
Gold, frankincense, myrrh we bring, 
As fitting offerings for a King.” 


The shepherds said: 
“To Bethlehem —come! let us go! 
That we may truly see and know 
What means the voice from out the night 
That promised peace, and joy, and light.” 


A virgin told: 
“At Bethlehem, in manger bare, 
In swaddling clothes, I laid Him there. 
The Holy Ghost made me His choice; 
My soul doth praise God and rejoice.” 


“Where, now,” you ask, 
“Is Bethlehem?” In hearts of sin 
Where Christ, by faith, reborn within 
Transforms our lives, makes them His 
own, 
And Bethlehem becomes a throne. 
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tardy arrival at the various classrooms 
was as embarrassing for the teachers 
as for us, because the lesson had already 
started. 

More embarrassment followed for us 
in the adult class, when we discovered 
that the envelope that whizzed past us 
was meant for the offering. We had al- 
ready left our offerings in a basket for 
special charities near the door. Every- 
one was signing a slip of paper that was 
being passed around. Believing it to 
be a new way of taking attendance, we 
signed also. We learned afterward that 
we had signed up to buy tickets for a 
church supper which we could not pos- 
sibly attend, and did not want to attend, 

When the lesson period ended, the 
members withdrew in little groups to 
chat. We were accustomed to closing 
exercises in our Sunday school at home, 
so we lingered there, quite alone and 
perplexed. No one invited us to church 
services. We felt unwelcome and un- 
wanted. We had attended Bible school, 
but we had been denied any part in it. 

I don’t know which of our experi- 
ences represents the kind of welcome 
visitors receive in your Sunday school. 
I hope the first is representative. Per- 
haps the difference in size of the two 
groups I describe had something to do 
with it. But large size need not neces- 
sarily make for unfriendliness, as any- 
one who has attended some Bible classes 
will readily agree. 

The largest Bible school, indeed, should 
have the very best facilities for wel- 
coming strangers. It has the largest 
personnel from which to draw helpers. 

The size of the group not being the 
real reason for indifference to new- 
comers, what then is its cause? My ob- 
servation indicates that it is plain 
thoughtlessness and lack of imagination. 

Those of us who have attended re- 
ligious services among friends and close 
acquaintances for many years simply do 
not realize how it feels to be left out- 
side this intimate circle. If we did re- 
alize it, we would be the first to extend 
a hearty welcome, 

What to do about it? I should like 
to offer some recommendations. Adapt 
them to local needs and conditions,.and 
watch your visitors come again and 
again ! 

1. Have a welcoming committee. It 
should be the responsibility of one or 
more persons to be stationed near the 
entrance at all times during the Bible 
school service to greet newcomers and 
take them to the proper classes. 

2. Make visitors feel at home. Don’t 
take this for granted in the classrooms, 
One member of every class should be 
assigned to sit beside any newcomers, 
to share the lesson quarterly, explain 
routine classroom procedures, and the 
like. 

3. Strangers are every member’s re- 
sponsibility. Don’t withdraw in little 
groups or discuss in a visitor’s presence 
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personal matters in which he or she 
cannot take part. Be helpful. Be 
friendly. Don’t stare or pretend indif- 
ference. Look pleased and pleasant. . It 
is important what the stranger sees in 
your faces — important to him, to us, and 
to our Saviour. 

4. Sell your church’s attractions to the 
visitor. Don’t fail to mention the church 
services, the young people’s meeting, the 
prayer meeting, and any other gather- 
ings of the congregation. Extend a warm 
invitation to the stranger and other 
members of his family to attend. If 
they do so, be sure to be on hand your- 
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5. Remember strangers afterward. If 
they intend to become permanent resi- 
dents in the community, a visiting com- 
mittee should ask permission to call. 
Transients passing through your com- 
munity should be asked to sign names 
and addresses in a visitors’ book. Send 
them a greeting occasionally. 

Every Christmas brings my family 
greetings from several. Sunday schools 
that we have visited in the past. Each 
time they arrive we say, “Let’s go back 
there some day!” What’s more, we will! 

DOYLESTOWN, PA, 


Suggestions for Your Christmas Giving 


(Continued from inside front cover) 


China Bible Seminary, 500 Recreation Rd., 
Shanghai, China. Gifts may be sent to Mr. Wm. 
L. Dumas, Treas., Talladega, Ala. 

China Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, 
Germantown; Philadelphia 44. 


Chinese Foreign Missionary Union, Dutch 
East Indies. Send gifts to Mr. A. C. Eicher, 
4714 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago 25. 

Christian and Missionary. Alliance, 
44th St.. New York City 18. 


Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 

D,. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, S. C. 
Dunkelberger, Sec., 147 W. School Lane, Phila- 
delphia 44. Channel for funds throughout the 
world. 

Door of Hope Mission, Shanghai, China, con- 
ducting a Children’s Refuge and Door of Hope 
Home. Send gifts to Miss Edma Johnston, 97 
Summit Ave., Jersey City 4, N. J. i 

Egypt General Mission. Headquarters, 106 
Highbury New Park, London, N. 5, Eng. U. 8S, 
representative, Miss Evelyn W. Webb, 305 Fon- 
tanet Courts, Washington, D. C. 

European Christian Mission, 1101 E. 35th St., 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

European Evangelistic 
Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9. 


Evangelical Foreign Missions Assn., Inc., 408 
Kellogg Bldg., 1422 F St., N. W., Washington 
4 DBD. C. 

Evangelical Union of South America, 135 Isa- 
bella St., Toronto 5, Can. 

Faraman Industrial School and Orphanage, 
Clement P. Heydenburk, Director, Kerman- 
shah, Iran. 

Gospel Furthering Fellowship, the Rev. 
Gearge W. Rhoad, Director, Nairobi, Kenya 
Colony, Africa. Home office, 681 Meeting 
House Rd., Elkins Park, Philadelphia 17; the 
Rev. James F. Cowee, Home Sec. 

Hebron Mission, Inc., Koon Shan, Kwong 
Tung, China. Home office, 1200 State St., 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

Immanuel Mission te 8 
St., Berkeley 3, Calif. 

Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, Dr. J. Gordon MHboldcroft, General 
Sec., 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 44, 

India Mission, Room 311 Elyria Block, Elyria, 
Ohio. 

Industrial Orphanage Homes, 
Kiangsu, China, J. W. Bovyer, Supt. 

International Christian Leprosy Mission, Inc., 
P. O. Box 8164, Portland 7, Oreg. 

Kashmir Fellowship, Naga Boni, P. O. Woyil, 
Kashmir, Sindh Valley, India, Miss Alice E. 
Wishart, Director. Send gifts to Miss Mar- 
garet Haines, 156 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44. 
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Chinkiang, 


Kurku and Central Indian Hill Mission, Elli- 
chpur, Berar, India. Send gifts in care of 
Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 
352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 

Latin America Mission, Inc., the Rev. R. 
K. Strachan, Mrs. Harry Strachan, Directors, 
Ridgefield Park, N. J.; Home Director, the Rev 
W. L. Thompson. 

Latin American Prayer Fellowship. Send 
gifts to C. C. Lyon, P. O. Box 5237, Metro- 
politan Station, Los Angeles 55. 

Layyah A. Barakat Home for Orphan Girls, 
Inc., Abeih, Mt. Lebanon, Syria. Gifts should 
be sent to Mrs. Estelle K. Barcliff, Treas., 
4452 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia 40. 

Liebenzeller Mission (China and other fields). 
Send gifts to H. Zimmerman, Mission Home 
Eben-Ezer, Schooley’s Mountain, N. J. 

Lithuanian Missi y A jation, Inc., the 
Rev. A. J. Gillies, Director, P. .O. Box 488, 
Chicago 90, 

Luanza Mission, founded by Dan Crawford. 

ifts may be sent to D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 

Mexican Faith Mission, the Rev. Stephen B. 





Williams, Exec. Sec., 48 Mary St., Alex- 
andria, La. 
Mexican Indian Mission, the Rev. Robert 


R. Dawson, 
N. J. 


Mid-Missions, the General Council of Co- 
operating Baptist Missions of North America, 
Inc., 314 Superior Ave., Cleveland 14. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc., 89 Quincy 
St., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Native Preacher Ce., Charles E. Gremmels, 
President, 1775 Broadway, New York City 19. 

New Testament Missionary Union, Alex. R. 
Hay, General Director, 1636 Semple Ave., St. 
Louis 12. 

North China Theological Seminary, 
Tenghsien, Shantung, China, 
Horace G. Hill, Jr., Treas., 
Chester Co., Pa. 

“One by One” Band. Personal work in the 
United Kingdom, India, France, and other 
countries, ‘““‘The Brook,”’ Lower Howsell, Mal- 
vern Link,: Worcester, Eng. American repre- 
sentative, Miss Naomi Light, 1419 Massachu- 
setts St., Lawrence, Kans. 

Oriental Missionary Society, Inc., Thé, 900 
N. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles 27. 

Orinoco River Mission, Inc., the Rev. Van V. 
Eddings, D.D., General Director. Home office, 
558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles 13. ., 

Pioneer Mission Agency, 506 Commonwealth 
Bldg., 12th and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia 7. 

Pudukotah Village Mission, P. F. Summer- 
son, Pudukotah, via Trichinopoly, South India. 
Hon, Treas., F. L. Whitesell, P. O. Box 1227, 
Kingston, Pa. 


Gen. Sec., Box 256, Stratford, 


Inc., 
Send gifts to 
R.F.D. Berwyn, 
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Rar-abal Mukti Mission, American Council, 
Box 415, Philadelphia 5. 

Russian Bible Correspondence School, 4542 
W. Wrightwood, Chicago 39; the Rev. Moses 
Gitlin, Director. ad 

Russian Eastern and European Mission, 1166 
Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14; Paul B. Peter- 
son, President. ? 

Russian. Gospel Association, Inc., the Rev. 
Peter -Deyneka, 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 1. 

Russian Missionary Service, the Rev. I. V. 
Neprash, 6225 Morton St., Philadelphia 44. 

Russian Missionary Society, Inc., Col. F. J. 
Miles, International Sec., 1844 W. Monroe Si., 


Chicago 12, 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission of North 
America, The, the Rev. David H. Johnson, 


General Director, 2839 W. McLean Ave., Chi- 
cago 47. 

Soldiers’ and Gospel Mission of South Amer- 
ica, Wm. M. Strong, Director; American ad- 
dress, 378 /N. Eleventh St., Prospect Park, 
Paterson 2, N. J. 

South Africa General Mission, Inc., 23 Flat- 
bush Ave., Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 

South America Indian Mission, Inc., Box 147, 
West. Palm Beach, Fila. 

South China Boat Mission, P. O. Box 428, 


Chicago 90; and 320% Dundas St., London, 
Ont., Can, 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, care Miss 


Dunkelberger, 
phia 44. 

Spanish American Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, Hugh W. Pain, Director, P. O. Box 1740, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

Spanish Christian Mission, 3 Hillsboro Ave., 
Toronto 5, Can. 

Sudan Interior Mission, Inc., 212 St. George 
St., Toronto 5, Can.; and 164 W. 74th St.,,New 
York City 23. 

Sudan United Mission, Room 227, 73 Adelaide 
St., W., Toronto 1, Can.; and 89 Quincy S&t., 
Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Telugu Village Mission, Charles. H. Billing- 
ton, Field Superintendent.. Send gifts to H. 
A. Barton, 89 Quincy St., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 

Ukrainian Missionary and Bible Society, Inc., 
1509 S. Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Ill.; and 523-527 
20th St., West, Saskatoon, Sask., Can. 

Unevangelized Fields Mission, Ine., laboring 
in Belgian Congo, Brazil, Haiti, and British 
New Guinea, 1150 N. 63rd St., Philadelphia 31. 

Unevangelized Tribes Mission, Inc., 600 
Witherspoon Bldg., Walnut and Juniper Sts., 
Philadelphia 7. 

United Aborigines Mission, 49 Elizabeth: St., 
Melbourne, Australia. 

“Voice of the Andes” (Station HCJB), 
Quito, Ecuador, S. A. American address, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York City 10. 

West Indies General Mission, Capt. H. W. 
Uffelin, Founder and Field Sec., Box 361, 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I. Send gifts to D. M. 
Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia 44. 

West Indies Mission, the Rev. Elmer V. 
Thompson, Director, Box 131, Placetas, Cuba. 

Woman’s Union Missionary Society of Amer- 
ica, 45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 
City 3. 

Women’s Christian Medical College, Lud- 
hiana, Punjab, India, Dr. Edith M. Brown, 
Founder. Send gifts to Miss Lucy Powel, 
Sec., Washington Square Heights, Norristown, 
R.D. 3, Pa. 

World Dominion Movement, Inc., 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City 10. 

World Wide Prayer and Missionary Union, 
Inc., A. C. Eicher, Director, 4714 N. Spaguld- 
ing Ave., Chicago 25. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, Ine., Wm. G. 
Nyman, Sec.-Treas., 1305 N. Louise St., Glen- 
dale 7, Calif. 

Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, 146 Cot- 
tingham St., Toronto 5, Can. 


147 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 21. 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE (Christmas Lesson) 


Revelation 8 to 15; Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 (in this order); printed text, Isaiah 9:2- Te Revelation 11:15, 15:2-4 
Golden Text.—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men —Luke 2:14 


Kine Jamezs VERSION 


Isa. 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior: is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and 
fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 


henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 
perform this. 


Rev. 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were 
great voices in; heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the. kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. 


Chap. 15:2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with 
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and 
over his image, .and over his mark, and over the number of his 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 

3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints, 

4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before 
thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

The International Uniforfts Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


SAIAHis often called “The Evangelical 
Prophet,” and this for a very good 
reason. He portrays the coming and 

redemptive work of our blessed Lord 
more fully than any other Old Testa- 
ment writer. 

As once again all Christendom is cele- 
brating the remembrance of His lowly 
birth, we need to keep in mind the fact 
that it is not through His incarnation 
we are saved, but through His propitia- 
tory work on the cross. Bethlehem was 
but the first step toward Calvary. The 
one, apart from the other, could never 
have saved lost men, who, because of 
sin, were under divine condemnation. 
The very reason He became man was in 
order that He might die. He came into 
our humanity in order that He might 
give his life a ransom for many (Matt. 
20:28). It is by His sacrifice—the im- 
molation of His precious body upon the 
tree — that we are saved. As the Father’s 
gift to us, He there settled the sin ques- 
tion, when He stood in our place and 
endured the judgment which our sins 
deserved, 

The Book of Revelation is the Book 
of the consummation and tells us of the 
triumph of the once-rejected Jesus, 
when He shall put down all iniquity and 
reign over the entire universe, thus 
bringing peace on earth, as predicted so 
long before. 


The Historical Setting 


Some seven centuries before our Lord 
Jesus was born on earth, Isaiah pre- 
dicted His coming as the virgin’s Son 
(Isa. 7:14), and outlined His redemptive 
eareer. In the fullness of time this was 
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Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
' published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 1216. 




















fulfilled in Him; who was born in Beth- 
lehem: about four years prior to our 
present method of reckoning time, so 
that the nativity was really 4 B.C. in- 
stead of A.D. 1. The mistake occurred 
in preparing our present calendar, be- 
cause of an error,as to the time of 
Herod’s death. The complete fulfill- 
ment of the prophecies awaits our Lord’s 
second advent. 


Verse by Verse 


Isa, 9:2.—“The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light.” This 
is a prophetic foreview of the coming 
into the world of the Lord Jesus, the 
“light of the world,” who was destined 
to bring salvation and blessing to untold 
millions of earth’s inhabitants, though 
rejected as such by His own nation and 
also by the nations of the Gentiles. 

Verse 3.—“Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy.” The 
nation here is Israel and should not be 
understood as referring to any other 
people. It is questionable whether the 
negatiye not should be retained or re- 
moved. The consensus of opinion among 
most ‘spiritually minded scholars is that 
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it should be omitted, as the passage looks 
forward to the future blessing of the 
favored nation when they shall be re- 
stored to the Lord and to their land, and 
have learned to know Jesus as the Mes- 


siah for whom they had waited so long. 


Verse 4.—“Thou hast broken the yoke 
of the ... oppressor.” While these words 
had a local application to the destruc- 
tion of the Assyrian army threatening 
Jerusalem, there will be a complete ful- 
fillment when Christ returns to deliver 
His people from all their enemies. 


Verse 5.—“Every battle of the war- 
rior is with confused noise, and gar- 
ments rolled in blood.” Graphically the 
prophet describes the sad conditions de- 
stined to be the portion of the’ nations 
until Christ comes to bring lasting peace. 


Verse 6.—“A child is born ...a son is 
given.” In these two expressions we see 
the humanity and the deity of our Sav- 
iour. The child born refers to His hu- 
manity. He was a true man, spirit and 
soul and body, as born of Mary, His 
virgin mother, But He was also the Son 
given—the eternal Son of the Father, 
given in grace for our redemption, who 
linked His deity with our humanity apart 
from sin, and was thus God and man in 
one’ blessed, adorable person. 

“The government shall be upon his 
shoulder.” He is destined to exercise 
supreme rule over all the universe. 
“His name shall be called Wonderful.” 
There is here suggested the mystery of 
His Sonship, which no man can appre- 
hend (Matt. 11:27; Rev. 19:12). Under 
this name He appeared of old to the 
parents of Samson (Judges 13:18, R.V.). 
Only the Father comprehends the mys- 
tery of godliness (1 Tim. 3:16). It is 
beyond human understanding. 


“Counsellor” is the second of His 
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names. As the Eternal Word He is the 
revealer of the mind and heart of God, 
come to earth to show us the way to the 
Father (John 14:6). 

“The mighty God.” Some would seek 
to tone this down to make Him less than 
the words imply, but He is so called in 
Romans 9:5 and in 1 John 5:20. Had 
He been anyone less than God, He could 
not have made atonement for sin. He 
had to be who He was in order to do 
what He did. 

“The everlasting Father.” A _ better 
rendering is “The Father of Eternity.” 
The Son is not confounded with the 
Father though He and the Father are 
one (John 10:30; 14:10, 11). But He is 
the one in whom all the ages meet (Heb. 
1:2, marg.). 

“The Prince of Peace.” As such, He 
was presented to the world and heralded 
by angels (Luke 2:14), but because of 
His rejection there can be no lasting 
peace for the nations until He returns. 
Then He will be manifested as the one 
who will speak peace to all peoples (Isa, 
32: 1-18). 


Verse 7.—“Upon the throne of David.” 
Christ has never yet sat upon the throne 
of David, though Scripture plainly pre- 
dicts that He shall do so and reign in 
righteousness over all the earth (Luke 
1:32). This will be at His second com- 
ing, after the present age has run its 
course (Acts 15:16, 17). Then the King- 
dom will be set up in power and glory, 
and righteousness and peace will prevail 
through all the world. 


Rev. 11:15.—‘“The kingdoms of thie 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ.” This tells of 
the glad day when the Kingdom of God 
will come in power at the glorious sec- 
ond advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Chap. 15:2—“Them that had gotten 
the victory over the beast . . .” There 
will be those who in the days of the 
-Great Tribulation will be martyred for 
the sake of Christ. They will have their 
part in the first resurrection, though in 
a different cohort from the church of 
this age. 


Verse 3.—“They sing the song of Moses 
the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb.” This is very suggestive and in- 
dicates their connection with the Jew- 
ish remnant of the last days. The song 
of Moses is that of triumph over their 
eremies. 


Verse 4.—“All nations shall come and 
worship before thee.” Toward this time 
of blessing many of the prophets looked. 
It will be the era of righteousness, when 
Jesus will reign as “King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The supreme gift of God to mankind 
is that of His blessed Son, who was with 
Him before all worlds, but who came 
into this scene in obedience to the 


Father’s will and became man (without 
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Last Week's Lesson 
11. December 14.—Loyalty Under Per- 
secution. Revelation 1 to 7; Acts 
16:16-40; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6, 7 
Next Week’s Lessen 
13. December 28.—God’s Eternal Rule. 
Jude 24, 25; Revelation 16 to 22; 
Matthew 2 








céasing to be God) in order that He 
might effect our redemption. Let us 
never think of the death of Christ as 
though it were that which enabled God 
to act in love toward sinners. It was 
because of the love in His heart that 
He sent His Son in order that dead souls 
might have life through His name, and 
lost sinners might have their guilt put 
away through His propitiatory work. 
At the Christmas seasoti‘we need afresh 
to present to men the Gift of all gifts, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
alone they may have eternal life and 
peace with God. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The Light of the world (Isa, 9:2) 
2. Israel’s coming redemption (v. 3) 


3. Distress of nations till Christ comes 
(vs. 4, 5) , 


4. The coming Prince of Peace (v. 6) 
5. His glorious reign. (v. 7; Rev. 11:15) 


6. Reward of future martyrs (Rev, 15: 
2-4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ is’ earth’s rightful King, and 
eventually all nations will own Him as 
their sovereign ruler. But it is a great 
mistake to suppose that this will ever 
come to pass during the present age. 
Not until He returns, in accordance with 
His own Word, to “sit upon the throne 
of his glory” (Matt. 25:31), will He take 
His great power and reign (Rev. 11:17). 
To speak of Christ as King of the nations 
now is to misinterpret the Scriptures 
entirely as to the great doctrine of the 
Kingdom of God and His Christ. “This 
present evil world,” or age (Gal. 1:4), 
is to continue in rebellion against the 
Lord, until it is closed in judgment. 
Then, when Jesus is revealed from 
Heaven in flaming fire, with His mighty 
angeis, visiting condign judgment on 
all adversaries of the truth (2 Thess. 1: 
7-10), He will reign as King of kings 
and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16). 

Until that glorious day, it is only those 
who have been born again among the 
nations who will recognize Him as the 
true King, against whom the world, as 
such, is in rebellion. Christians are re- 
sponsible so to behave themselves in the 
nation to which they belong by natural 
birth or naturalization, that’ men will 
see in them the characteristics now of 
Christ’s Kingdom, and so many of them 
will be won to obedience to Jesus Christ 
as Lord. But the great majority will 
ever be opposed to His rule over theirlives 
or over the nation as such, until, when 
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His judgments are in the world, the in- 
habitants of the earth shall learn right- 
eousness (Isa. 26:9). 

The Throne of David. This is not 
the Pather’s throne on which He now 
sits. It is the throne of authority over 
the world, which He will occupy when 
He cumes again. The two thrones are 
distinguished for us very clearly in Rev- 
elation 3:21. Up to the present hour, 
the Lord Jesus has never occupied the 
throne of David. He will fulfill this 
promise when He takes the Kingdom, 
and then He will “establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice,” to go on for- 
ever. No effort of man or of Satan can 
thwart this purpose, for “the zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.” 


Summaries and Applications 


If men had responded to the angels’ 
message and received the Prince of 
Peace when He came to earth, how dif- 
ferent might human history have been! 


Because men knew not the time of 
their visitation and rejected Christ, the 
gift of God, they have had to suffer 
all the woes that have fallen upon the 
nations throughout the centuries. 

The individual who reverses the 
world’s judgment and receives the Sav- 
iour as God’s gift finds in Him a peace 
to which the world is a stranger. Have 
we trusted Him for ourselves? 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT part of the Holy Land was deeply 
abased and then greatly honored? 


2. What light is referred to in Isaiah 
9:2? 
3. What word in verse 3 ought to be elim- 
inated? 


4. What happy situation is in view in 
verse 5? 


5. What important truth is carefully pre- 
served in the phrases, “a child is born,” and 
“a son is given’? 


6. What is the basic sense of the name 
“Wonderful,” and where else do we come 
across it? 


7. How can it be demonstrated that verse 
7 is not fulfilled in this age? 


8. Why cannot we secure peace now? 


9. Will the kingdom of the world pass over 
into the hands of Christ gradually or catas- 
trophically? 

10. How many songs are referred to in 
Revelation? 


(Answers on page 1214) 
vw 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for December 2! 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


EVER before in the history of the 
world has the celebration of the 
birth of the Prince of Peace been so 
pertinent as it is this year. A war-torn old 
world, nursing its bleeding wounds suf- 
fered in the most devastating war catas- 
trophe of history to date, is shuddering 
with fear, and almost in panic, as the 
specter of “World War III” broods over 
assemblies, over councils, over the State 
Department and the chancellories of 
Europe and Asia, over industry and 
finance, casting a pall of dread over all 
the peoples of the earth. It seems to be 
a question whether half the world will 
starve tc death before it is actually torn 
to shreds by the impending conflict. 
Yet, more than nineteen centuries ago 
the Prince of Peace arrived upon.earth, of 
whom old Zacharias said, “The dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darknes and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1: 
78, 79), and whose birth at Bethlehem 
the angelic host in announcing sang, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men” 
(Luke 2:14). 
Seven and a half centuries before that, 
Isaiah the prophet, foretelling His ad- 
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vent, said: “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6). Amd Jesus said: “My peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 
14:27). Study the “Fear nots” of the 
Lord Jesus. Fear is the enemy of peace. 
Genuine peace harbors no fear. 

Now here’s a strange thing. This same 
Mighty God, the Prince of Peace, cre- 
ated the universe. “All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made” (John 1:3). 
But His creatures are continually at war 
with each other, although through all 
the centuries they have known the prin- 
ciples and rules of peace which He has 
clearly laid down for their guidance, 

Young people, what is the matter with 
this old world, anyway? Is it that they 
have lost sight of the Prince of Peace? 
Or is it that a large part of the world 
has never known Him, while those who 
do know Him are ignoring Him? Some- 
thing is radically wrong; and it is up to 
you and me to do something about it. 
May it not be that on this anniversary 
of our Saviour’s birth at Bethlehem — 
when the Mighty God took upon Him 
the form of humanity—we can best 
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celebrate the event by getting down on 
our faces before Him (as the shepherds 
and the Wise Men did) and worshiping 
Him as the Prince of Peace. May we not 
unite our prayers on this day that His 
peace shall truly come upon this old 
stricken earth? We do not have to say 
how; He will attend to that; but we 
can pray for the peace of which He is 
the author, the “peace . . . which pass- 
eth all understanding” which He alone 
can give. 

Would this be a new way for you to 
celebrate the birthday of the King? I 
believe He would be pleased by it, and 
honored; and that is the best way to 
celebrate a birthday—in the manner 
that pleases best the honored one. 

Avucusta, GA, 

we 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
praise Thee, our Heavenly Father, for 
the gift of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who though He was rich, yet 
for our sakes became’ poor, that we 
through His poverty might be rich. How 
rich are we who live where He is known 
as against those who have never heard 
of Him! On all people who still walk 
in darkness may the light of Thy Gospel 
soon shine! Send more messengers of 
the Good News to all who need it, and 
make us willing and ready to do our 
part in this great work. Bless Thy Word 
to us today, and help us to give first 
place to Christ in our hearts and in our 
homes amid our Christmas joys. Help 
us to crown Christ king of our lives that 
He may be Prince of Peace in our hearts 
and homes, and may He soon reign in 
all the earth. May His touch of bless- 
ing be with all suffering, sad, and needy 
people everywhere. Forgive our sins, 
and help us to hate everything evil and 
to follow after that which is good, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—In India a little 
heathen boy heard the Gospel and be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus as the one who 
died that he might be forgiven. After 
praying to the Saviour and finding par- 


Wess THE Pa’ OF PEACE 


don for his sins, the boy looked up with 
a wonderful light on his face and said, 
putting his hand over his heart, “I have 
such peace!” He was at peace with 
God through Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
In Britain years ago there lived a states- 
man who showed such quiet strength 
amid all the cares of his important work 
that someone asked his wife why noth- 
ing ever seemed to vex her husband. 
She said, “Before my husband goes out 
each morning he spends time alone with 
God, and that is why he keeps calm 
and composed through the most trying 
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GOOD READING 


FOR CHRISTMAS 
GIVING 


Books by 
Dr. H. A. Ironside 


ACTS—Dynamic book 
on Christian liv- 
ing by this beloved 
le expositor. Cloth 
$4.00, paper $2.50. 
LUKE-—Anothe: wonderful study full of mean- 
ing and blessing, from the heart of this 
noted Bible scholar. Two volume set, cloth 
$6.00, paper $5.00. 


HEBREWS — Verse by verse study by William R. 
Newell which will enrich the Chris- 
tian experience of every reader. Cloth $2.50 
MIRACLES” C. S. Lewis, The author hows 
that the occurrence of miracles can- 
not be established by experience or science, but 
must be accepted by faith, Cloth $2.50. 
WESTERN BOOK 4! Ane TRACT CO., INC, 
A. Ironside, Pres. 
Dept. T, 1719 Prenkiin on Oakland 12, Calif. 
Send for FREE Catalog. Receive also FREE BOOKLET. 
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days.” Amid busy cares he had the peace 
that passeth understanding, a gift of 
Christ, the Prince of Peace. In Ger- 
many recently some Christian workers 
met and conferred with a British Chris- 
tian leader. Some of those German 
Christians had opposed Hitler, and others 
had supported him. As they met for the 
first time since the war they looked 
with suspicion and distrust at one an- 
other. But as they prayed together and 
finally took the Lord’s Supper together, 
suspicion and distrust gave way to a 
spirit of Christian brotherhood. So peo- 
ple divided by politics and war were 
made one by Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
These are some of the ways that the 
angels’ message about peace and good 
will through the Saviour comes true 
today. And when our Lord returns to 
reign over all the world, He will be 
Prince of Peace in bringing war to an 
end. We should pray for that, and we 
should prepare to welcome His return 
by getting to know and trust Him now. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Greatest Christmas Gift 
(Isa. 9:6, 7; Luke 2:8-14) 


O YOU know today what Mother 

and Daddy, or Grammie, are going 
to give you for a Christmas gift? If you 
expect a doll, do you know whether it 
will say, “Mama,” or not? Will your 
bicycle have a light and battery? You 
can hardly wait until you get the gift! 
Suppose you received a card yesterday 
from Grandmother, saying: “Your 
Christmas present is coming by express. 
It will arrive Thursday afternoon. It 
is warm and brown, It is named Rover. 
He will be a good friend, and love you.” 
Wouldn’t you be excited, waiting for 
Rover? At last the expressman comes 
and says, “I have a wooden box here 
with your name on it.” All you see is 
a brown box with some holes in the 
top. You can’t see Rover. But do you 
think Grandma was fooling you? Oh, 
no, of course you know Rover is inside 
that box, and soon you will really have 
him! When Daddy comes home, he rips 
open the box, and. there is Rover! 


God had -a. Christmas gift to give the 
world, oh, a wonderful, wonderful gift! 
He -wanted people to be happy thinking 
about the wonderful gift they would 
receive when. the first Christmas came. 
So, long beforehand, He sent a message 
to tell what a beautiful present it would 
be. Seven hundred years was a very 
long time beforehand, wasn’t it?  Isa- 
iah brought the message. I am going to 
let Harvey give this card with a mes- 
sage on it to Normie to read to the class: 
“It is going to be a baby. It is going 
te be God’s Son given to you. He is 
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going to be King over the whole world. 
He will be a wonderful friend to help 
you. He will be powerful God to take 
care of you. He will be your loving 
Father always. He will be your ruler, 
and there will never be any trouble or 
quarrels. He will never stop being 
King. He will have King David’s throne. 
He will always be fair and just.” 

Years and years went by, and the pres- 
ent did not come. Had God forgotten? 
One night a strange messenger, shining 
with glory, came and said, “Good news! 
It is here. He is born in David's city. 
He is Christ the Lord. He looks like a 
poor baby sleeping in a manger.” Could 
this poor baby be the great Son of God, 
who would be King forever? It did 
not look like it. But what excitement 
there was! Angels thanked and praised 
God in Heaven. People on earth knew 
God was no longer angry with them for 
their sins, but loved them. They said, 
“Thank You,” many times for this great 
first Christmas gift. “The Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world” 
(1 John 4:14, Memory Verse). The 
poster suggested in Lesson 1 may be 
used, 

On Christmas morning Evelyn found 
just one thing in her stocking. It was 
a large red cross. A little white card 
was tied to it with golden cord. Evelyn 
read the words printed on it, “God’s gift 


to Evelyn.” “Really, I don’t quite un- 
derstand! Please tell me all about it, 
Mother.” Mother explained why the 


Lord left Heaven and came to earth. 
Everybody was a sinner, even Evelyn. 
Mother put a piece of paper with the 
letters S-I-N on top of the picture of a 
girl. Then she took the S-I-N from the 
girl and put it on the cross. Evelyn 
closed her eyes. “Dear Lord, I take 
Your gift to me. Thank You.” (Adapted 
from Claire Hamilton in Child Evange- 
lism.) 

The gift is for you, too. Now is the 
day to receive the Lord Jesus as your 
Saviour. “The Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world.” 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Christmas Story 
(Isa. 9:6; Luke 2:8-14) 


ODAY we put the last branch on our 
Christmas tree, and we shall mark 
it, “Peace on Earth.” 

Unless this is your very first Christ- 
mas in Sunday school, you have heard 
the beautiful story of that first Christ- 
mas when shepherds watched their flocks 
by night, in that faraway land of Judea. 

Can’t you see the picture? Perhaps 
the sheep were in a fold with a wall 
around them, but there was no door to 
shut them in. A sheepfold had no door. 


The shepherd sat or laid down across. 
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Lesson .for-December 21 


the door. He was the door. There were 
several of these shepherds, and all their 
sheep were there together. As the sheep 
lay sleeping, the shepherds sat and 
talked. They may have been talking 
about the Messiah who was to come. 

Suddenly an angel appeared, and a 
glory brighter than the sun shone around 
them. Of course they were terribly 
afraid. But -the angel said, “Fear not: 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” 

Maybe their hearts had _ stopped 
thumping by now so they could listen; 
as the angel told them the Saviour was 
born, and where they would find Him. 
Then a host of angels came down: from 
Heaven, and joined in those words we 
can all say together, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” 

But you say, “There isn’t peace. 
Haven’t we just had an awful war, and 
there are still fightings and wars going 
on?” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Yes, and there have been wars ever 
since Christ was born in Bethlehem, even 
as there were before, and always will 
be until the hearts of men are changed. 

But still there is peace ey earth. 
Where is it? 

In the hearts of those who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And that is the only 
place there is peace. They have peace 
and good will to all men im their hearts. 
All the rest of this world could have 
this peace if they would have Him, but 
the world who rejects and refuses to 
have the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, cannot have peace. This world 
will have: no lasting peace until the 
Prince of Peace returns in power and 
great glory to reign over all nations, 
Then the angels’ message will be com- 
pletely fulfilled. 

At this lovely Christmas time, I hope 
every little child who has not already 
let Him in, will let the Lord Jesus Christ 
come into his heart, and then there will 
be peace in his heart. If you have never 
asked Him to come in, will you do it 
now, as we bow eur heads and sing 
softly: 

Into my heart, into my heart, 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 


Come in today, come in to stay, 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 


FELTON, CALIF. 
w 

The Illustration Round Table 
Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions u - which | illus- 
trations are accepted may had from the 
Times for 15 cents a oy. $1. is id for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
ae ae be gees, from earlier “Illustration Round 
” erence is given to illustrations 
on = printed lesson text. Because of the 
esent paper shortage, readers are asked to 


imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Resting Because He Reigns.—Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men (Luke 2:14, 
Golden Text). Military chieftains now 
believe that he who can rule the skies 
can conquer the earth. Up there, far 
above all principalities and powers, God 
reigns! We rest in the blessed assur- 
ance that soon He will reign down here! 
—From Dr. Louis S. Bauman. Sent by 
L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Bible in a South Pacific Jungle. 
—The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined (Isa. 9:2). 
Seven fliers were shot down over the 
South Pacific. After two and a half days 
of drifting they landed on an island 
held by a: Japanese garrison. One day 
as they tried to make themselves incon- 
spicuous, a native stumbled on them. 
He quickly turned away and ran. They 
counted the minutes waiting *for the 
enemy to come. That night they’ heard 
the .inderbrush crack and saw the light 
of a torch heading a procession of south 
sea islanders. With a wry smile the 
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darkness 
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Nothing can better express 
the joy of Christmas than the 
music of beautiful bells. Borne 
through the skies on golden wings, 
it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the 
happiness that dwells there. 


Christmastime is the time of 
all the year when we know hap- 
piness for what it truly is—when 
love and kindness and the pleas- 
ure of giving are the guideposts 
of our lives. That has been true 
down through the centuries: the 
darkness of doubt and selfishness 
has ever vanished before the bril- 
liance of the Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, 
too, multitudes have hearkened 
to bells, and to carillons—and 
this love of bell music has never 
waned. Why not plan to thrill 
your community*with the sweet- 
est’ bell music ever heard—the 
music of CARILLONIC BELLS. 
Inquire about this modern caril- 
lon now if installation by 
Christmas is desired. 
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doomed men looked at each other. They 
may as well die at the hands of these 
heathen islanders as fall into the hands 
of the enemy. The leader stopped as 
he drew near. The men saw they had 
no arms. Then the leader came up and 
handed one of them a Bible — then food 
and drink. For 87 days the islanders 
(once headhunters) cared for the des- 
titute men. Every night a group of them 
gathered about the soldiers and took 
turns reading the Bible. Then they sang 
quietly old hymns to familiar tunes. 
The presence of the air crew was known 
to more than 200 natives, but the Jap- 
anese patrols never found out. The 
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natives made rafts and one night floated 
the airmen out, and after several days 
they were picked up by their own Navy 
planes. Later from a hospital cot, one 
of the rescued men said, “You can tell 
the world that I am now a devout Chris- 
tian. That black man, that islander, gave 
us the Bible. And I am speaking for 
my buddies as well.”"—From Sunday 
Magazine. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Have You Forgotten?—The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever (Rev. 11: 
15). There is a song the children some- 
times sing, “Praise Him, praise Him, 
all ye little children.” Sitting at the 
piano a father and his little boy were 
singing it together. It is one of those 
children’s songs that run on through end- 
less verses, satisfying and suggestive. 
The father had sung it through (as he 
thought): “Praise Him, praise Him, all 
ye little children. Love Him, love Him,” 
etc. “Serve Him, serve Him,” etc. When 
he stopped the boy looked up into his 
face surprised, still expectant, and said, 
“But, Father, you forgot to crown Him !” 
And so they sang, “Crown Him, crown 
Him, all ye little children.” When we 
begin to think it over we are confident 
that the little lad is right. We have for- 
gotten to crown Him. We have forgotten 
that He is King. He is Lord of all— 
—From “Forward, Day by Day.” Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Singing in the Fire—Just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of saints (Rev. 15: 
3). The following incident is related by 
Mrs. Charles Spurgeon, who was a great 
sufferer for more than a quarter of a 
century: “At the close of a dark and 
gloomy day, I lay resting on my couch 
as the deeper night drew on; and though 
all was bright within my cozy room, 
some of the external darkness seemed 
to have entered into my soul and ob- 
scured its spiritual vision. In sorrow of 
heart I asked, ‘Why does my Lord deal 
thus with His child? Why does He 
permit lingering weakness to hinder the 
sweet service I long to render to His 
poor servants?’ For a while silence 
reigned in the little room, broken only 
by the crackling of the ocak log burning 
in the fireplace. Suddenly I heard a 
sweet, soft sound, a little clear musical 
note like the tender trill of a robin be- 
neath my window. ‘What can it be? 
Surely no bird is singing out there at 
this time of the year and night.’ My 
friend exclaimed, ‘It comes from the log 
on the fire!’ The fire was letting loose 
the imprisoned music from the old oak’s 
inmost heart! Perchance he had gar- 
nered up this song in the days when all 
was well with him, when birds twittered 
merrily on his branches, and the soft 
sunlight flecked his tender leaves with 
gold. Ah, thought I, when the fire of 
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affliction draws songs of praise from us, 
then indeed we are purified, and our 
God is glorified. As I mused, the fire 
burned and my soul found sweet com- 
fort in the parable so strangely set forth 
before me. Singing in the fire!’ Yes, 
God helping us, if that is the only way 
to get harmony out of these hard apa- 
thetic hearts, let the furnace be heated 
seven times hotter than before.”"——-From 
“Streams in the Desert.” Sent by Mrs. 
A. E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. — | 


Do You Know the Song?—And they 
sing the song of Moses the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of saints (Rev. 15: 
3): The story is told of a man who was 
saved when he was an old-man. He 
had been a great singer. He had sung 
many of the world’s great songs. He 
had been applauded and honored by the 
world. A few days before he died, his 
daughter saw him weeping as he lay in 
his bed. She bent over him and. asked 
why the tears were running down his 
cheeks. “Oh,” he said, “I dreamed I 
was in Heaven, and everywhere I went, 
people were singing, and they. wanted 
me to sing with them, but I, couldn’t 
sing the songs because I didn’t know 
them. I cried so that I wakened crying.” 
As he looked up into her face, he said, 
“I’ve sung all my life, but I» never 
learned Heaven’s songs.”—From Ethel 
S. Low, in The Sunday School. Times. 
Sent by Ruth E. Dow, Orono, Maine. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1210). 

1. Galilee. See Revised Version of Isaiah 
9:1. 

2. Our Lord, who in the days of ‘His flesh 
made his cegter in Galilee (Matt. 4:12-16). 

3. The word “not” before “increased,” both 
on the ground of textual correctness and 
for understanding of the sense. See Re- 
vised Version. 


4. The final abolition of war at the coming 


of Christ. Again the R. V. gives the sense 
more clearly. ce Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3; 
Psalm 46:9. : 


5. The true humanity and the real deity 
of our Lord. 

6. The thought is, that the Lord is beyond 
human scrutiny, and He bears a namé which 
signifies this. See Judges 13:18, and com- 
pare Revelation 19:12. of 

7. This age has not been characterized by 
an increase of peace, but rather a steady 
increase of the horrors of war. 

8. Because the zeal of man is inadequate 
to the task. “The zeal of the Lord” alone 
is equal. ‘ 

9. Catastrophically. Catch the atmosphere 
wi sudden change in Revelation 11:14-18. 

10. Only three (5:9; 14:3; 15:3, 4), but 
many other passages read like songs. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 12. DECEMBER 21. 


PROPHECY OF CHRIST'S VIRGIN ‘BIRTH 


Isaiah 9:6, 7; 11:1-5 (Supplementary Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16, 11:6-16, Matthew 1:18-25,; Luke 1:26-36) 
Golden Text.—Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.—isa. 7:14 


Kinc JaMEs VERSION 


Isa. 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 


lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 


7 Of the increage of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and.upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 


henceforth even for ever. 
perform this 


Chap. 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 


wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 


spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lorp; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lorp: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 


fulness the girdle of his reins. 


2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit of 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


TUALLY from its very begin- 

V ning, the Holy Bible prepares us 

for the reception of the fact of the 
virgin birth of the Messiah. Pronounc- 
ing His penalty upon the serpent, God 
said, “I will put enmity between thee 
and’ the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 
3:15). 

For centuries faithful expositors have 
taught that the word “seed” in -this 
verse is to be taken “determinately and 
individually” for that one séed, which is 
Christ (Gal. 3:16). 


In our Golden Text; Isaiah very defi- 
nitely says, “A virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” which by interpretation 
means, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). 

Two evangelists, Matthew and Luke, 
give us divinely inspired accounts of 
the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


The genuineness of their statements 
has never been questioned from the be- 
ginning. “We mean by that,” says Dr. 
James M. Gray, “that no copy of'.the 
Gospel of Matthew and no copy of the 
Gospel of Luke has ever omitted it. 
There are thousands upon thousands of 
manuscripts, and also many versions of 
the New Testament, carrying us back 
to the middle of the second century of 
the Christian Era, but every one of them 
contains and always has contained these 
records of the virgin birth just as we 
have them in our English Bible today.” 

Thus the matter resolves-itself into 
this, that one either does or does not 
believe what God says on this vital sub- 
ject of the virgin birth of the Saviour. 
‘And the Apostle John says, “He that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar” 
(1 John 5;10). 


~~ 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 1209. . 




















The Lesson in Detail 


Isa. 9:6—“For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given.” In the expres- 
sion, “a child is born,” reference is made 
to His humanity; while in the expres- 
sion, “a son is given,” reference is made 
to His deity—-for He ever was, ever 
is, and ever shall be God the Son. 

The setting of the verse is appealing. 
The verse just before this describes a 
time when all military equipment, all 
munitions of war, are to be fuel for 
fire; this signifying that with Israel's 
wars over—war supplies shall never 
be required again. 

How can such a peaceful state be re- 
alized? By the presence of the Prince 
of Peace in their midst. At His first 
advent the rulers of Israel — priests, 
scribes, elders, and Pharisees—did not 
receive Him. They rejected Him and 
crucified Him, and they have had trouble 
ever since; and shall continue having 
it right through the Great Tribulation. 
At the close of that unparalleled period 
of trial, the faithful remnant pf Israel 
will acknowledge Him as presented in 


these verses, and shall enjoy the peace- ’ 


He brings. 

Praise God for all, who in the interim, 
see Him by faith as the Child born, the 
Son given, and as the one who accom- 
plished the great work of redemption 
upon Calvary’s cross, and who are now 
at peace with God (Rom. 5:1). 

“And the government shall be upon 
his shoulder.” He was “born King of 
the Jews” (Matt. 2:2). The one born 
in Bethlehem came forth “to be ruler in 
Israel” (Mic. 5:2); but was rejected as 
such, The crown given Him was.a crown 
of thorns, the scepter was a reed, and 
the purple robe-put upon Him was-given 


——— 


The’ Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
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in mockery. But our prophecy shall be 
fulfilled, and He shall return, and the 
government, not only of Israel but of the 
world, shall be upon His shoulder (1 
Tim. 1:17; 6:15). Praise God in the 
meantime for all saved Jews and Gen- 
tiles who have already crowned Him 
Lord of their lives! 


“His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Fdther, The Prince of Peace.” 
He was wonderful in all His words, ways, 
and works. Wonderful in life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension. The peo- 
ple wondered at the shepherds’ report 
of Him (Luke 2:18). The multitudes 
wondered at His miraculous healings 
(Matt. 15:31) and at His power over 
demons (Luke 9:43; 11:14). The disci- 
ples wondered at His power over wind 
and waves (Mark 6:51) and they also 
wondered at His resurrection (Luke 24: 
12, 41). 

“Counsellor.”—As such He gave coun- 
sel to all desiring it, but never sought 
it of man for Himself (Rom. 11:34). 
His counsel never failed. All acting upon 
it profited ex ingly. It was always 
given freely. Nothing ever baffled Him. 
See Matthew 22:15-46; John 8:f-11. He 
still gives counsel (Rev. 3:18). 


“Mighty God.”—The works He accom- 
plished manifest the fact of His supreme 
deity. Who but God could say as He 
did; “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28); and, “I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life” (John 8:12); and again, 
“Before Abraham was, I am”? (John 
8:58.) All who seriously consider His 
life, death, and resurrection shall be 
constrained to say with Thomas, “My 
Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 

“Everlasting Father,” or “Father of 
eternity."—He inhabiteth eternity (Isa. 
57:15). He is the one who laid out all 
the ages (Heb. 1:2). He is the. eternal 
God, with the everlasting arms, who 
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Lesson for December 2] 


obtained eternal redemption for us and 
who gives eternal life to all who believe 
upon Him, and is the Father of condi- 
tions which shall never change. 

“Prince of Peace.”—-He made peace by 
the blood of His cross (Col. 1:20). He is 
our peace (Eph. 2:14), and He shall es- 
tablish peace on earth when He returns 
in power and great glory (Psa. 72:7; 
Mic. 5:3, 4). 

Verse 7.—“Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no 
end.” When He returns in glory He 
shall sit upon the throne of David and 
establish it, but from there it will in- 
crease marvelously. In Psalm 2:6 He is 
seen as King upon the holy hill of Zion, 
and in verse 8 He is seen getting the 
nations, and the uttermast parts of the 
earth for His possession. 


Isa. 11:1.—*“And there shall come forth 
a rod ..,anda Branch.” This is an- 
other prophecy concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This pertains to His sec- 
ond advent and the establishment of 
His Kingdom: Notice, the rod here comes 
from the stem of Jesse. It was from that 
family, when insignificant in Israel, that 
David was anointed for ‘the throne. 


Verse 2.—“And the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him.” The Spirit in His 
sevenfold fullness is here seen resting 
upon the Lord Jesus. “Like the Lamp- 
stand in the Tabernacle, with its one 
central shaft and three pairs of branches, 
so the Spirit upon Him, as the central 
shaft, shall give Him a dual threefold 
qualification for perfection of govern- 
ment, which may it be our joy, by that 
same Spirit, to note: (1) The Spirit of 
wisdom and discernment, (2) The Spirit 
of counsel and might, (3) The Spirit of 
kriowledge and fear of Jehovah” (F. C, 
Jennings). 


Verse 3.—“He shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes.” That is, He shall not 
judge according to mere external appear- 
ances (Johri*7: 24; 1 Sam. 16:7); but justly 
and righteously (Deut. 1:16, 17). He was 
never deceived by appearances in the 
past, and certainly shall not be in the 
future. 


Verse 4.—“With the breath of his lips 
shall he ‘slay the wicked.” The Holy 
Spirit of God applies this prophecy to 
the Lord Jesus in 2 Thessalonians 2:8: 
“And then shall the Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming.” 

This is the “Wicked” one that “op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; 
so that he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God, shewing himself that he is God” 
(2 Thess, 2:4). 


Verse 5.—“And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness 
the girdle of his reins.” When He reigns 
in righteousness over the earth, the ani- 
mal kingdom shall be marvelously 
changed (vs. 6-9): Gentile nations shall 


pe terre -— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lessen 
11. December 14.—Solomon Rebuked. 
1 Kings 11:4-13 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 28.—Ahijah’s Prophecy. 
1 Kings 11:26-43 
Or, 
Journey’s End (Temperance Lesson). 
Proverbs 23:29-35 








seek Him (v. 10): and Israel shall be 
regathered (vs. 11-16). “For the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 


Outline of the Lesson 


His virgin birth 

His eternal sonship 

His marvelous names 

His world-wide government 

His fullness of the Spirit 

His just§udgment 

His peaceful reign 
Wawona, CALIF, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Marian Bishop Bower 


HY is the belief in the virgin birth of 
Christ an essential part of Christian 
faith? 


2. In Isaiah 7:14 the word translated “vir- 
gin” is the Hebrew almah, which some 
critics say means “a young married woman.” 
However, give some other Scriptures which 
use the same word with the idea of virgin- 
ity in each case. 


3. What is noteworthy about the prophecy 
of Isaiah 9:6, 7? 


4. What evidence does Isaiah 9:6 give us 
as to the nature of Christ? 


5. Give a New Testament passage that 
confirms the work of the Lord spoken of in 
Isaiah 11:4. 


6. What is the significance of the Lord’s 
name, “The everlasting Father’’? 


7. What one verse from the New Testa- 
ment may be given aS a wonderful summa- 
tion of Isaiah 9:6? 


8. Give some other passages besides Isaiah 
9:7 that indicate the setting up again of 
David's throne. , 


9. Isaiah 9:7 states that the reign of Christ 
will be “from henceforth even for ever,” 
but Revelation 20:4 seems to indicate that 
it will be for one thousand years. Which 
is correct? 


(Answers on, page 1223) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


. . . Goo Wrtn Us” 


“ce HAT is your greatest assurance 
that God’s Son came into the 
world to save us from our sins?” asked 
the leader of a meeting. Here are sev- 
eral replies. What would yours be? 
;“He has been inspiring folks to fol- 
low Him ever since His days on earth” 
(Luke 9:23; 1 Pet. 2:21). “His life was 
a perfect fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophegy” (John 1:1; 8:58; Exod. 3:14; 


“EMMANUEL 


EA en ee 


(AN) d dea7 


Isa, 9:6, 7; Heb. 1:1, 2). He said, “Lo, 
Iam with you alway,” and from my own 
personal experience I know this to be 


true. “To me to live is Christ,” be- 
cause “Christ liveth in me.” Is the Lord 
Jesus Christ just as real to you? I hope 
so! (John 14:6.) 

“Immanuel” suggests “a man, the 
Lord.” How was this true of Jesus of 


Nazareth? He was both human and di- 
vine, our “Daysman,” our Umpire, our 
Advocate (Job 9:33; Isa. 59:16; 1 John 
2:1). As for His human heritage, Joseph 
was not “chosen” to be recognized as 
Jesus’ foster father because he was bet- 
ter than other men, although he was a 
godly man, but rather because he was 
born at the right time and place to ful- 
fill prophecy and give this child of Mary 
legal claim to the throne of David 
through King Solomon (2 Sam. 7:16; 1 
Kings 11:13). Josepk.s genealogy is 
found in Matthew 1:1-16. 

Neither was Mary chosen because of 
goodness alone, pure and lovely as she 
was (Luke 1:46-55). She was a descend- 
ant of Nathan, David’s oldest son, thus 
giving her child double claim to the 
throne. Mary was ready “when the ful- 
ness of the time was come” for God’s 
Son to be born (Gal, 4:4, 6). Mary’s 
genealogy traces the deity of Christ back 
through Adam to God (Luke 3: 23-38). 

THREE PHASES OF “Gop WITH Us” 

In human form (Gen. 3:15; John 10: 
10). 

His Holy Spirit in the hearts of be- 
lievers (John 16:7; Rom, 8:16). 

His coming again (John 14:2, 3; Acts 
1: 383, 

Let us start with the last phase. When 
people speak about the need of a man 
wise enough to adjust the troubled af- 
fairs of this world, we can tell them 
there is such a Man. When the end of 
this age of earth experiences arrives, 
the Lord will establish His eternal King- 
dom for which believers who have pre- 
ceded us into the unseen world in past 
ages have been waiting (1 Thess. 4:16). 
The selection in Isaiah 11:1-5 describes 
our coming King. Here we see that He 
is the human descendant of Jesse, King 
David's father, thus establishing His re- 
lationship to humankind. 

Here, too, we see the Lord Jesus as 
the incarnation of God’s Spirit. His 
birth was unusual, to be sure. It was 
one of God’s miracles, ‘Not only does He 
possess wisdom, might, righteousness, 
judgment; and faithfulness, but Christ 
is the source of these virtues. His very 
name is based upon such attributes (Isa. 
9:6). When we speak of the Christmas 
Child; the Man of Galilee; the Christ of 
Calvary we are speaking not of a mere 
human being. We are entering holy 
ground, and must be reverent toward 
His deity (Rev. 1:5-7). 

Young folks, have you the personal 
assurance that the Lord Jesus came into 
the world to save you? Do you believe 
that He who was “in the form of God 
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. » » was made in the likeness of men 
..» . and became obedient unto... 
the death of the cross” for your sake? 
(Phil. 2:5-11.) When the child of Beth- 
lehem was “lifted up” at Calvary, there 
was “God with us,” identifying Himself 
with our humanity and opening the way 
for us to become “partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Cor. 5:21; 2 Pet. 1:4). No 
other event in history has called forth 
from human souls such deep humility 
and such overwhelming love and sur- 
render. May we have no skeptics in 
our class, but let us give praise to God 
because the babe of the manger, “Im- 
manuel,” kas saved us from our sins 
(Luke 2:10-14; Rom, 8:35-39). 

Next week we shall talk about the 
coming of His Holy Spirit into our lives 
(1 Cor. 8:1-13). May “Merry Christmas” 
mean the joy of having Christ in us, 
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Teaching the Juniors 


By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH : 


OW many of you Know the meaning 
of your name? (If you look up 
your scholars’ names beforehand they} 
will be delighted! A booklet of name 
meanings can usually be procured from 
a baby shop if a dictionary of names is 
not available. When the meaning of a 
name is undesirable, such as “Gladys,” 
you can tell the children that in our 
country we choose a name more for its 
nice sound than for its meaning.) 
Today we are going to think of the 
most wonderful person ever born into 
this world. The Bible gives Him many 
names. There are seven in today’s les- 
son. Each one has a meaning. 


THe LESSON 


God promised King David that there 
would be someone of his family on the 
throne of Israel forever. Last week we 
saw that because Solomon turned away 
from the Lord, God was going to let 
Jeroboam rule over ten of the tribes of 
Israel. But He was going to let Solo- 
mon’s son keep two tribes because of 
His promise to David. Today we shall 
see how God kept His promise, 

As long as there was any nation of 
Israel in Palestine, God kept a man from 
David’s family on the throne. Finally 
God scattered the Israelites all over the 
world because of their sins. Then they 
had no king in Palestiné. But. God still 
took care of David’s royal family, so 
that when it was time for Christ to come 
into the world, He could come through 
David’s royal family. 

What name do we have for Christ in 
the Golden Text? Turn to Matthew 1:23 
to find the meaning of “Emmanual.” 
When the Lord Jesus came to earth, He 
really was “God with us.” 

Turn to Isaiah 9:6 and 7. Here are 
five more names. mm 











December 6, 1947 


“Wonderful.”"—Every single -person 
who comes to know the Lord says He is 
wonderful. 

“Counsellor.”—I pray that each one of 
you may know the Lord as Counsellor 
to direct your life. Then you will be 
safe. 

“The mighty God.”—Do you remember 
tat the Lord Jesus said, “All power is 
given unto me”? 

“The everlasting Father.”—-Sometimes 
we say, “Poor child, he has lost his 
father.” But if you belong to the Lord 
you have an everlasting Father. 

“The Prince of Peace.”—When the 
Lord Jesus comes back to reign over 
the earth He will establish peace. 

We'find another name and its meaning 
in Matthew 1:21. 

A little girl wanted to be sure that 
she would go to Heaven when she died. 
Her mother thought she was too Ifttle 
to understand how to be saved, so she 
did not help her. God sent this little 
girl a’ dream. In her dream she went 
up and knocked on the gate of Heaven 
and asked if she might come in. An 
angel looked out and said, “What name?” 

She said, “Mary.” 

The angel said, “The name of Mary 
will never open the gate of Heaven.” 

In her dream Mary went away ‘crying. 
Someone came to her and asked what 
was the matter. When she told him, 
he said, “Mary has sinned, so the name 
of Mary will not open the gate of 
Heaven. But Jesus died for Mary, and 
the name of ‘Jesus’ will open the gate.” 

Mary dreamed she went back, and the 
name of Jesus did open the gate for her ! 
Then she awoke, but she was very happy 
because she knew that Jesus died for 
her, and that His name would open the 
gate. 

CONCLUSION 

“There is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers — 


By Opa! Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and. Scripture: 
Jesus’ Birthday (Isa, 9:6, 7; 11:1-5) 


N JUST four more days we are going 
to celebrate someone’s birthday. 
Whose is it? 

But always we hear a lot about Santa 
Claus. Are you quite sure it isn’t 
Santa’$ birthday? No, it is the Lord 
Jesus’ birthday. 

Suppose Helen here has a birthday on 
December 24. She has a party ahd in- 
vites us all to come: But -suppose I 
take a present to Martha and talk about 
Martha as though it were Martha’s birth- 
day. What would you think of me? 

Then what shall we think of people 
who tell nice stories about Santa Claus 
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cheer their hearts. 


Treasurer for C 


Ten dollars ($10.00) will provide a nourishing food parcel, or material for warm clothing. 
are starving. You will honor the Child of Bethlehem by helping them. Let them also know the joy of His coming. 


Please send your gifts to: 


728-S Witherspoon Building - - 





George W. Arms, D.D. 
Louis S. Bauman, D.D. 
Lorne H. Belden 

O. B. Bottorft 
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Paul L. Berman, Vice President 
Herbert W. Bieber, D.D. 
Joseph T. Britan, D.D., Treasurer 


Archer E. Anderson, Th.D. 


Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 


Executive Committee 
Joseph M. Steele, President 


Stanley Kieh] Gambell 
Edward J. Griffiths, Solicitor 


Committee of Reference 
Northcote Deck, M.A. T. Christie 
Walter D. Ferguson, Ph.D. 
G. Allan Fleece, D.D. 
Richard Orme Flinn, D.D. 
Graham Gilmer, D.D. 
Norman B. Harrison, D.D. 


Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Harry A. Ironside, D.D. 
Albert Sidney Johnson, D.D. 
Nye G. Langmade, D.D. 
Clarence E. Macartney, D.D. 
Walter E. McClure, D.D. 
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“For Unto Us A Child Is Born - Unto Us A Son Is Given” 


In remembrance of the Wonderful Child of Bethlehem who fills our hearts with hope and gladness, we 
plead for the thousands of Hebrew Christian and Jewish children and for their fathers and mothers. 
are afflicted with cold and hunger and a misery beyond our experience. 


(RT) 


They 


Help us to send them food, clothing, and medicine to alleviate their distress; and ministers of God to 


Thousands 


“And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me” (Matthew 18:5) 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. / 


da: Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 
Our quarterly bulletin, ISRAEL MY GLORY, sent to all contributors and also on request 


Howard J. Miekley, Recording Secretary 
Walter T. Riemann 
Theodore Strong Wray 


Innes, M.A. John H. McComb, D.D. 
Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D, 
T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Harry Rimmer, D.D. 
Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 
Andrew Telford, D.D. 
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A CHILD'S PRIMER OF THE BIBLE 


An aid to help children memorize those parts of the 


Bible they Id know. Includes such portions as 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the 
Twenty-third Pocken. 


roc each; 85¢ a dozen; $6 a hundred 
WONDER BOOK OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 


Fresh, interesting, and unusual facts about the Bible 
collected from many sources. It will help intermediates 
and older to a deeper understanding. 


15¢ tach; $1.50 a dozen; $10 a hundred 


GUIDE-MARKS ON THE CHRISTIAN WAY 
An illustrated booklet of devotional meditations for 
young people and adults. Includes a record of church 
membership. Handsome gold and white cover. 


15¢ each; $1.50 a dozen; $10 atundred 


JEWELS FROM GOD'S WORD 
Three hundred selected verses from the Bible — 234 in 
the first section alphabetically arranged, and a second 
section with one verse from each book of the Bible. 
Hofmann’s “Christ Knocking at the Door’’ illustrates 
the cover. Intermediates and above. 


15¢ each; $1.50 a dozen; $10 a hundred 


GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
A sequel to A Child’s Primer of the Bible, and 
anned for older children. Included are ‘rhe First 
lm, Facts about the Bible, Bible Helps, etc. 


roc each; 85¢ a dozen; $6 a hundred 
DAILY BREAD 
A selected Bible verse and an appropriate poem for each 
day in the year. Cover illustration is Hofmann’s “Christ 
in the Garden of Gethsemane.” For young and 
me. 15¢ each 
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For Christmas 


EMBOSSED BRONZE PAPER KNIFE AND 
LETTER OPENER 
A beautiful as well as a practical gift. The bronze 
has a soft, brushed permanent finish, and a repro- 


duction of Christy’s “‘Jesus the Christ’ illuminates 
the top. 8 inches long. Tissue-wrapped and 
gift boxed. - - - - $1.25 


EMBOSSED SILVER BOOKMARK 


A silver-plated combination letter opener and book- 
mark that will make a cherished gift. Christy’s 
‘Jesus the Christ” illuminates the top. The blade- 
within-a-blade forms the bookmark, and the 3% 
inch length is to be used as a letter opener. 50c each. 
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Love thoughts of stewardship: Give that faithful ones might go 


(20) THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“Light to them that sit in Darkness!” 


With these thrilling words Zacharias describes the unspeakable 
gift of God. 


You will have love thoughts this Christmas! Let them include those 
for whom Jesus died! 


Love thoughts of intercession: Pray for “them that sit in darkness” 
in Congo’s heathen hinterland 


to them with the Gospel! 


600 Witherspoon Building 


' : 
The Unevangeliged Tribes Mission, Ine. 





Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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This Christmas bum of the 
OLD FASHIONED REVIVAL HOUR CHORUS 


Give your friends this immortal music that best tells the Christmas 
story. The Old Fashioned Revival Hour Chorus brings you these 
beloved Christmas hymns in arrangements that are inspiring 
Don't miss this wonderful musical offering—seven favorite songs 
on three 10-inch records. Please your friends with this superb 
gift—and add to your own record collection. 


Oh Holy Night * While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks * Luther's Cradle Song 


it Came Upon a Midnight Clear * Silent Night * The First Noel 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 


Get yours in time for Christmas by sending your check or money 
order today. Only $3.95 including tax No C.0.D 


Also recent recordings by the Quartet and another album 
of the Chorus are available as gifts for this joyous season 


OLD FASHIONED REVIVAL HOUR RECORDINGS 


BOX 989 © PASADENA 19, CALIFORNIA 














sap tii 





December 6, 1947 


on December 25 and never mention the 
Lord Jesus at all? 

Joan, will you find a calendar in our 
Treasure Chest? This-is the page for 
December. Which number on it stands 
for Christmas Day? 

Dick, you look for a little colored 
picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here 
is paste so you can paste the picture 
over the number twenty-five. 

Yes, Christmas is the day we keep as 
Jesus’ birthday. And what do we do on 
birthdays? We have a surprise, and we 
give presents and make people happy. 

A long time ago, God, our Father in 
Heaven, decided He would give a pres- 
ent to—how many people, Ronny? To 
all the world. 

And the present was — Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was a wonder- 
ful present because through Him we get 
our sins forgiven. And we do not have 
to pay $100 or $10 or even $1 to have 
it done. You see, without Jesus, we 
should have no way of getting rid of 
sin, so we could never go to Heaven 
when we die. 

And how did God send the Lord Jesus 
to us? What lovely woman did He 
choose to be Jesus’ mother? 

Yes, He chose Mary. And Mary got 
married to a good man named Joseph, 
Joseph loved Mary and took care of her. 

So Mary was Jesus’ mother. And who 
can tell the name of His Father? No, 
it was not Joseph. Jesus was different 
from all other babies born into this 
world. That’s right, Joe, His Father was 
God.. No one else ever had God for his 
father the way Jesus had. 

Let’s learn our Memory Verse now. 
It’s in Isaiah 7:14. Virgin means a pure, 
good girl. And the baby this virgin 
Mary had was—who? Immanuel is an- 
other name for Jesus. 

Jean, will you look in the Treasure 
Chest for some cutout pictures in a flat 
red box? Give one to each child. 

These are all Christmas pictures, and 
we are going to make our own Christmas 
story on this large sheet of dark blue 
paper. (Or use flannel board.) 

Carl, what have you there? A gold 
star. And where will you pin that on 
our picture? 

Did you know we can be like Christ- 
mas stars? How? By shining and point- 
ing people to Jesus. For that is what 
this star did, you remember. 

Now Helen has a cavelike stable. She 
may put that in our picture. And can 
anyone tell why God let His dear Son 
be born in a stable? Because a stable 
is usually dark and cold and dirty— 
just like our hearts. And just as Jesus 
came into that stable, He can come into 
our dark and cold and dirty hearts. Isn’t 
that wonderful? 

(Others. will have Baby Jesus in a 
manger, Mary bending over, Joseph 
close by, shepherds near the door, and 
Wise Men farther away. Pictures may 

















Lesson for December 21 


be had from any flannelgraph company, 
or may be clipped from dime store pic- 
ture books. Color, if necessary.) 


Forestvit1z, N. Y. 


ye 
Illustrating the Lesson 


Since the Evangelical International Lessons 
will not be treated in the Times in 1948, no 
lesson list will be published by the Times. 
The Name That Sums Up Christ.— 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel 
(Isa, 7:14, Golden Text). Our Lord has 
many names and titles, a glorious list 
of them, some sixty in all.... But no 
one of them means so much to me as 
“Immanuel.” “God with us” — that sums 
up Jesus Christ. It includes the infinite 
story before the birth of Christ, and it 
teaches out through the unending future. 
It testifies to His love, and His power. 
It unfolds His purpose in coming to 
earth and His. mission through all the 
ages. Jesus the Saviour is Immanuel. 
In Jesus, God is with us and with us 
forever. All the creeds of Christendom 
are summed up in “Immanuel.” That 
blessed word comprises the entire mes- 
sage of the Bible, of the Old Testament 
in anticipation and the New Testament 
in realization. Christmas is Immanuel’s 
day, the day of “God with us.” Isaiah 
saw it afar. Joseph and Mary and the 
shepherds saw it afar. and we, if we 
love Jesus, see it today as clearly as they 
did.—From Amos R. Wells, in the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Irma R. Chapin, 

Jefferson, Ohio. 


When He Takes Charge—And the 
government shall be upon his shoulder 
(Isa. 9:6). I went to a Quaker meeting 
lately; my wife is a Quaker. One woman 
got up in that meeting, and I saw she 
was genuine. She told how, when she was 
ill, it looked as if her whole household 
would go to pieces. Nobody to take 
care of ‘the children. One day a friend 
came in and said, “Won’t you let me 
take charge here? You are not able to 
do it.” “Yes,” she replied, “take my 
purse and purchase whatever you want,” 
Then she leaned back on her pillow and 
rested, knowing that her good friend 
would take charge, that the government 
was upon her shoulders. “That is what 
I find in my everyday life,” she con- 
cluded, “if the government is on His 
shoulders.” Now that shall be universal 
— “of the increase of his government 
. . . there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David.”—From Charles M. 
Alexander. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Da- 
vid City, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Example — or Saviour?—The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord 
(Isa. 11:2). Socrates taught for forty 
years, Plato for fifty, Aristotle for forty, 
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Magic — Climax Gospel Objects 


Ready to use — Chemics — Paper Rimi Surprise 
Climax in each. Simple, Evang Inexp ve. 
FREE SAMPLE 
Arnold Carl Westphal Rt. 2, Laporte, Indiana 











The Southern 


Messianic Witness to Israel 
(With a million Jews as its field) 
Headquarters: 


Chattanooga 1, Tenn. P. O. Box 587 
North Carolina Center: Charlotte 
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BIBL INSTITUTE 





Scathay Sutinadton ne alae tee 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, B.RE. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 








Rev. Arthur E. Glass, Gen. Dir. and Field Representative 
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By its militant opposition, the 
National wW.¢. . still today 
commands the fear and respect of 
the organised liquor interests. 
Backed by organizations in every 
state in the nation, and under 
God’s blessing by ample assets 
entirely free , debt, a Life 
Annuity Contract with the Union 
becomes a very safe investment. 
It assures a fixed annual income 
for life. And brings the happy 
assurance that the Annuitant is 
already a partner in this expand- 
ing ministry against the Nation's 
worst evil. It is also possible to 
make an estate pledge to the 
Union, payable out of the sign- 
er's estate after deat Ie will 
pay you to write direct to Office 
of the Treasurer, Box T 2247 


NATIONAL . . . 
WOMAN’S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION 


1730 CHICAGO AVENUE, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, U.S. A. 
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Srances Willard 
.. Crusader 





The meeting of White Ribboners in a Pittsburgh 
saloon, which Miss Willard called her ‘Crusade 
Baptism."* Ever after, she devoted her full time 
and marvelous talents to Temperance work. 


Rencsine as first Dean of Women, 

Northwestern University, in June, 
1874, Miss Willard turned her full time 
and brilliant abilities to the Crusade move- 
ment. In “Glimpses of Fifty Years,” she 
vividly describes her first Crusading experi- 
ence: 


“We paused in front of our first’ sa- 
loon. * * * The saloonkeeper permitted us 
to enter. The tall stately lady who led us 
placed her Bible at the bar and read a 
Psalm. Then we sang ‘Rock of Ages’, as I 
thought I had never heard it sung before, 
and one of the older women whispered to 
me softly that the leader wished to know if 
I would pray. 


“It was strange, perhaps, but I felt not 
the least reluctance, kneeling on that saw- 
dust floor with a group of earnest hearts 
around me, and behind them—filling every 
corner and extending out into the street— 
a crowd of unwashed, unkempt, hard- 
looking drinking men. I was conscious that 
never in my life, save beside my sister 
Mary’s dying bed, had I prayed as truly as 
I did then. It was my Crusade baptism.” 


From that day on, Miss Willard’s mar- 
vellous talents were fully dedjcated to the 
spread of “Organized Mother Love.” As 
President of the National W.C.T.U. 
1879-98, and founder and for eight years 
President of the World’s W.C. T. U., she 
consolidated, systematized and greatly ex- 
tended the ministry. Willard Hall, North- 
western University; a statue in Statuary 
Hall, Washington, D. C.; a bust in the 
Hall of Fame, New York University, New 
York City; and hundreds of other memo 
rials still silently attest her enduring renown, 








Frances E. Willard 


FOR GOD AND HOME AND NATIVE LAND 
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Cry From Hungry Europe 


‘Just recently I returned to the United States after visiting Germany, Poland, 
zechoslovakia, Belgium, France, and other countries. I saw their need and 
heard their urgent cry for spiritual help and physical relief of their immediate 
needs. 
‘In Poland I found the doors are wide open for preaching the Gospel now. 
Hearts are hungry for the Gospel message. Meetings, which lasted from 5 to 
A 6 hours, were overcrowded. he people are pleading for Bibles, New Testa- 
3 ments, hymn books, and Gospel tracts. 33 Gospel preachers must be supported 
and a Polish Bible School in Warsaw opened and maintained. 
‘‘There is a great need for Gospel workers in other countries, as well. Our Russian Bible Institutes 
are going forward with great blessing in Toronto, Canada, and Rosario, Argentina. Missionaries 
must be supported in Alaska, South America, Canada, and the United States. Pray, and teM others 
about this need."’ Please help us meet it as God leads. ’ 


When sending your checks, make payable to the 
RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
Dept. T 





64 W. Randolph Street Chicago 1, Illinois 


Every Christian should read the stirring report of conditions in Europe today by Peter Deyneka. Sent FREE pon request. 
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“=i CHOICE GLEANINGS 
~~ (1948 CALENDAR 





This attractive calendar has daily pare read 

hristian experience a poetic 
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your fees fortunate tri 
your calendar on time. 








Get the habit of mailing comforting scripture texts, 
jus a Christian ex ence and poem to one whom 
it can comfort A new one for every day. 


OSPEL FOLIO PRESS 


7 North Ave N.E.Grand Rapids.Mich. 
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ace aasiae 
at finer, more enduring gift than o 
Moody Correspondence Course in study 
of the eternal Word of God—"forever set- 
tled in heaven"! Different, too, and a 
permanent reminder of your thoughtfulness. 
‘A special gift card wilh be sent in your 
name to the fortunate student. Popular 
new Introductory Bible Course illustrated, 
has 14 lessons, detachable, multiple-answer 
examination forms, 188 pages for $5.00. 
Use coupon for order blank, or send for 
catalog, and select one of.14 other courses 
available. 


















; MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL ys 

153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. S 887 

Send Introductory Bible Course and gift card to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS. - . 
” My name. 

Addr 

C0 $5.00 enclosed for /ntroductory Bible Course, os gift. () Send me catalog. 
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and Jesus for only three; yet those three 
years infinitely transcend in influence 
the combined one. hundred and thirty 
years of teaching of Socrates, Plato, and 
Aristotle, three of the greatest men of 
all antiquity. Jesus painted no pictures; 
yet the paintings of Raphael, Michel- 
angelo, and Leonardo da Vinci received 
their inspiration from Him. Jesus wrote 
no poetry; but Dante, Milton, and scores 
of the world’s greatest poets were in- 
spired by Him. Jesus composed no 
music; still Haydn, Handel, Beethoven, 
Bach, and Mendelssohn reached their 
highest perfection of melody in the 
hymns, symphonies, ahd oratorios writ- 
ten in His praise. Thus every sphere 
of human greatness has been incom- 
parebly enriched by *the humble car- 
penter of Nazareth. But His unique 
contribution to the race of men is the 
salvation of the soul. Philosophy could 
not accomplish that—nor art—nor 
literature—nor music. Only Jesus 
Christ can break the power of sin}-only 
He can speak “power into the strength- 
less soul, and life into the dead.” The 
world admires Christ afar off. Some 
adopt’ Him as their example and try 
to pattern their lives after His. A few 
open the door of their hearts and invite 
Him in to be their Saviour. 

Though Christ a thousand times in Beth- 

lehem be born, 


If He’s not born in thee, thy soul is still 
forlorn. 


—From the Bible in New York. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


Unbelief’s Blindness.—He shall not 
judge after the sight of his eyes (Isa. 
11:3). The infidel assured the Quaker 
he would believe in God if he ever saw 
Him, but not otherwise. “Does thee be- 
lieve in Spain?” inquired the Quaker. 
“Sure,” replied the unbeliever, “but, 
although I have not seen that country 
myself, I know poeple who have.” “Did 
thee ever see thy own brains, or any- 
body that ever did see them?” the 
Quaker asked. “No,” said the othér, “but 
that’s different.” “Does thee believe thee 
has any?” asked the defender of the 
faith—From Sunday Magazine. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


He Is Coming Again !—With the breath 
of his lips shall he slay the wicked 
(Isa. 11:4). A young convert told of his 
experience in the World War. He was 
in the “Lost Battalion.” We were cut 
off from our main army, and all around 
us were Germans. Our food and water 
gave out, and every once in a while 
a German would come to say, “Surren- 
der.” Only one shell was left, and we 
decided to use it as a signal. At night 
we turned the cannon straight up, put 
in the shell, and prayed, and pulled the 
trigger. How we hoped the Americans 
would see it! Next morning airplanes 
dropped canteens of water and bread 
and a note saying, “Hold on! We are 
coming!” This continued for several 
days. Then we heard cannons roaring. 
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AVAILABLE NOW?! 


OLD FASHIONED 


REVIVAL HOUR 





CHORUS AND QUARTET 
PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 


Ask at your favorite religious 
bookstore or write for complete list 


Old Fashioned Revival Hour Recordings 


P. O. Box 989, Dept. SS 
Pasadena 19 - - California 





Old ‘Records Wanted: S}ir- xo sacred recone 
hoa weal | te to ao — other 


oo Me It 80, ck the records 
* 


institute Place, 
ys hg 10. (All secesda will beeome al, property of this 
station). 


McGuffeys Readers 


1879 Edition. Unused. pda for prices 
Enclose 25 cents for New Boo 
CASE FOR McGUFFEYS LESSONS 
Including 20 Old Favorite Lessons 
KENNETH ABBOTT 
734 N. Harris Avenue Columbus 4, Ohio 








A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by a offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 








When answering advertisements please 
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Soon our army came and teok us to our 
own lines. We Christians are being 
asked to surrender to the world in these 
last days, but God sends us this mes- 
sage: “Hold on! I am coming !”— 
Adapted from “The Latter Rain Evan- 
gel,” by N. C. Baskin. Sent by H. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1217) 

1. The Old Testament states it as a fact 
to be fulfilled (Isa. 7:14), and the New Tes- 
tament account confirms that fact (Matt. 
1:18-25). Jesus, as the son of Joseph, would 
have no divine right to the throne of David, 
for God had declared that no descendant 
of Coniah should ever sit on that throne (cf. 
Jer. 22:24-30 with Matt. 1:11 [Jechonias was 
a translation of Coniah]). Through His 
mother, Mary, ‘thowever, His ancestry is 
traced back through Nathan to David (see 
Luke 3, which gives that line, and note 
especially v. 31). He is the supernatural 
Redeemer who came into the world to save 
mankind from sin’s guilt and power — only 
the sinless Son of God could do that. 


2. Genesis 24:43; Exodus 2:8; Song of Solo- 
mon 1:3. Moreover, the Septuagint used the 
Greek word for virgin as the translation for 
the Hebrew word almah,. 


3. It is a wonderful blending of the proph- 
ecies of both the first and second comings 
of the Lord. 


4. This passage very clearly sets forth His 
two natures—His humanity: “unto us a 
child is born”; and His deity: “unto us a 
son is given” (cf. Rom. 1:3, 4 and Gal, 4:4). 


5. 2 Thessalonians 2:8. 


6. It really should have been translated 
the “Father of the ages.” By Him the ages 
were planned and the world made (see Heb. 
1:2). 


7. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the 


Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 


8. There are numerous Scriptures that con- 
firm this fact. Two are Jeremiah 23:5, 6 and 
Luke 1:32, 33, 


9. Both statements aretorrect. Christ will 
reign for a thousand years, then there will 
be a change in the Kingdom, for Satan 
will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20: 
10), and the King of kings will reign for- 
ever and ever. 


West CoLiincswoop, N. J. 
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The Christmas Message in the 
Old Testament 
(Continued from page 1204) 


the chapter. The Scripture is revelation, 
not human construction. 





In the medieval church, on days pre- 
ceding Christmas, antiphons were sung 
after the Magnificat, which called on 
Christ as the fulfillment of Messianic 
prediction in the Old Testament. They 
used Old Testament names and charac- 
terizations of the longed-for coming One. 
Their cry for redemption and deliver- 
ance, partially and: predictively fulfilled 
in the first Advent, should go up in full- 
throated appeal for redemption in its 
completeness, when the Lord shall come 
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a second time. Dr. Bett has translated 
these antiphons for the Methodist Re- 
corder of London. 


O Wisdom (O Sapientia), that cometh 
out of the mouth of the Most High, 
that reachest from one end to an- 
other. and dost. mightily and sweetly 
order all things; come to teach us 
the way of understanding! (Decem- 
ber 16.—See Prov. 8: 22-30; . . . 1 Cor. 
1; 24.) P 

O Adonai, and Ruler of the House of 
Israel, Who didst appear unto Moses 
in the burning bush, and gavest him 
the law in Sinai: come to redeem us 
with an outstretched arm! (December 
17.—See Exod. 3:14 and John 8:58.) 

O Root of Jesse (O Radix Jesse), which 
standest for an ensign of the peoples, 
at Whom kings shall shut their 
mouths, unto Whom the Gentiles shall 
seek, come and deliver-us ahd do not 
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tarry.- (December 18.—See Isa. 11:10; 
Rev. 22:16.) 

O Key of David (O Clavis David), and 
Seepire of the house of Israel, that 
openest and no man shutteth, come 
to bring out the captives from the 
prison-house and them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. 
(December ,19.—See Isa, 22:22; Rev. 
11:7; and Isa. 42:7.) 


O Dayspring (O Oriens), the Brightness 
of the everlasting Light, the Sun of 
Righteousness; come to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. (December 20.—See 
. . « Heb. 1:3; Mal. 4:2; ‘hnd Luke 1: 
78, 79.) 

O King of the Gentiles (O Rex Gen- 
tium), yea, and their Desire! O Cor- 
nerstone that makest of twain one; 
come to save man whom thou hast 
made of the dust of the earth. (De- 
cember 22.—See Hag. 2:7; and Eph. 
2:14, 20.) 


O Emmanuel, our King and our Law- 
giver, the Hope of the Gentiles, and 
their Saviour, come to'save us, O Lord 
our God. (December 23.—See Isa. 7: 
14; Matt. 1:23; and Gen. 49:10.) 


/ we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 21 
2. “Glory to God in the Highest” 
(Luke 2:1-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


NCE more this old world has oppor- 

tunity to pause “beside the weary 
road and hear the angels sing.” Let us 
pray that somehow the old, old story 
of God’s love that came down to earth 
at Bethlehem so long ago may awaken 
men’s hearts so that they, too, may seek 
“the Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,” 
and may worship Him and follow Him. 


s 


We are to thirk particularly this week 
about the message brought by the 
heavenly host that accompanied the 
angel who made the announcement to 
the shepherds on the hills of Bethlehem 
nineteen hundred years ‘ago. 


Luke tells us that this company, who 
appeared with the angel praising God, 
was “a multitude of the heavenly host” 
(vy. 13). It included, no doubt, the an- 
gels and other heaverily creatures from 
the “ten thousand times ten thousand” 
thet stand in the presence of God (Dan. 
7:10; Rev. 5:11, 12). The words, 
“heavenly hosts,” or “the host of heaven,” 
are also sometimes used in the Old Tes- 
tament and in the New for the “sun, 
moon, and stars.” Job tells us that “the 
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morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy” when the 
earth was created (Job 38:7). It is un- 
reasonable to suppose that, on that first 
“Christmas night when God’s Son was 
‘born in human flesh, the very stars of 
Heaven joined with the angelic hosts 
in ‘their glorious refrain. We are not 
actually told that the angels ‘sang, but 
salvation -down through the years has 
always awakened joy and singing in hu- 
man hearts. Is it any less: likely: that 
the heavenly hosts sang on this’ first 
Christmas in mighty and triumphant 
chorus to the music of: the spheres? 


4 


Let us think for a moment of the bur- 
den of their song. It began with “glory 
to God.” “Glory” means, literally, 
“praise,” “honor,” or “worship,” and this 
phrase was directed toward God in the 
highest heavens, not merely in the 
“heavens” of our atmosphere, or the 
heavens of our universe, but in the 
Heaven of heavens, where God dwells 
in light eternal and ineffable. 


There was nothing in the birth of the 
Lord Jesus in human flesh for which 
man merited any praise or credit. All 
that the human race had ever done with 
relation to the coming Redeemer was to 
lend itself to the furtherance of Satan’s 
efforts to make that coming impossible. 
All of man’s. striving «and achievement 
and so-called progress had contributed 
nothing to the coming of the Redeemer. 
Only the goodness and mercy and con- 
descension of God’ had brought it about. 
Therefore, to Him, and to Him alone, 
was due all the glory and honor and 
praise for what occurred in Bethlehem 
nineteen hundred years ago. 

Nevertheless, man”™was mentioned in 
the angels’ hymn of praise. Undeserving 
and unworthy though he was, neverthe- 
less-man was the object of God’s mar- 
velous love and mercy. And this has 
ever been the wonder and astonishment 
of the angels (1 Pet. 1:12). 


To God was to be all the praise and 
glory, but among men there was to be 
peace because of the coming of the Beth- 
lehem Babe. Someone has worked out 
an interesting triple parallel of this 
verse. It reads: 


Glory to God in the highest 
to men whom 
Peace God loves on earth... 


This peace had a far deeper significance 
than the mere immediate cessation of 
war_and fighting. If this were all, then 
Coleridge’s lines would be well taken: 
Strange Prophecy-!, if all the screams 
, Of all the men that since have died 
To realize war’s kingly dreams , 
Had risen at once in one vast tide, 
The choral song of that vast multitude 
Had been o’erpowered and lost amid the 
uproar rude. 
However, the peace of which the an- 
gels sang was first of all the “peace 
which passeth understanding” (Phil, 4: 
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7), of which the Lord Jesus had in mind 
when He said, “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth give I unto you” (John 14: 
27). Foreshadowed also was that great 
and ultimate peace that will spread over 
the whole earth when the Lord Jesus 
comes again to reign in power and glory, 
and when for the first time, men can 
safely beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks 
(Joel 3:10). 

Is His peace yours this day because 
you are resting in His finished work 
and because He is ruling unhindered 
in your heart and life? If it is, then you 
will not be satisfied to enjoy it for your- 









SUNDAY 





SCHOOL LITERATURE 


“TRUE TO THE WORD” 
Lesson Quartenlies For Pupils 


for all ages and departments. Also lesson leaflets and Sunday 
School papers for weekly distribution. 


FOLLOWING THE 


—e 









UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Lesson Helps For Teachers Superintendents, 
and Preachers 


Teachers’ quarterlies and valuable lesson helps for superin- 
tendents, Bible students and preachers. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS box 6059 Cleveland, Ohio 





Starvation in Europe at Its Height— 
Hebrew Christians Plead for Help! 


many, writes: 





Our Hebrew Christian missionary in Cologne, Ger- 
“There are about 2,000 Hebrew Christians 
with their relatives in Cologne. 
women possessing no more than they are wearing. I 
cannot describe their joy and gratitude when they receive 
your food and clothing parcels. Such gifts restore hope 
and faith in Jesus Christ. The scarcity of food in Ger- 
many is at its height. 
children are especially desperate.” 


“There are some 12,000 Hebrew Christians of mixed 
marriages living amidst the ruins of Berlin. 
not yet recovered from their persecutions and sufferings 
in the concentration camps. 
Hebrew Christian leader, 
ot undernourishment. 


Many are old men and 


Women and mothers of young 


Many have 


Amongst them, writes our 
“are 5,000 old people, ill because 
There are 2,000 Hebrew Christian 


children, half of them threatened with tuberculosis because 


The Rev. Jacob Polts, 


of starvation.” 
Ph.B., B.D. 


The appeals for help from these starving Hebrew 


Christians in Germany and other parts of Europe is heart- 
rending. We can only answer these pitiful cries as Christians in America help 


with their prayers and gifts, 


$ 5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 








Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jecob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D , Secretary 


US.A. Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. T 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Mlinois Toronto, Ontario 








December 6, 1947 


i 


self alone, but you will want to let 
others know about Him, and thus to 
help extend His rule to every tribe and 
nation. 

PHILADELPHIA, ° 
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Children at Home 
Little Lost Lambie 


A Christmas story 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


T WAS a beautiful Christmas séason 

among the hill shepherds of a small 
village in the south of India. It was 
beautiful with hundreds of bright red 
poinsettias; with Madonna lilies scat- 
terei over the green hillsides; with per- 
fume of golden jasmine and choice 
Christmas roses; with white trees, not 
white with snow, but with the glistening 
white plumage of numberless ricebirds, 
perched along their branches; and beau- 
tiful, too, with charming songs of bul- 
buls; and with the happy voices of 
Christian shepherds preparing for 
Christmas. 

Just one year before, Little Lost 
Lambie, as these shepherds called him, 
had been found wandering about in the 
hillside fields. No one, not even little 
five-year-old Lambie himself, could tell 
who he was, or where he had“come from, 

He was a shy little fellow, shy toward 
everybody except Jaya Ram. Jaya Ram 
was the kindhearted watchman who 
guardeé. the compound of Miss Barlow, 
a missionary among these, Hindu shep- 
herds. He took Little Lambie to live 
with him in his hillside hut; and every 
morning he led this timid child to a 
sheltered spot behind a clump of butter- 
cup trees. Here, shy Little Lambie, 
without being seen, could listen to the 
lovely Bible stories and songs the mis- 
sionary taught her outdoor class of chil- 
dien. 

Peering through the yellow blossoms 
of the buttercup trees, he could see the 
pictures that Miss Barlow showed of 
the gentle Shepherd guarding His lambs, 
or searching for the wandering sheep 
that was lost. Of. course, Little Lambie 
had known for a long time that he: was 
lost from his home. Now he learned 
that he was lost from Jesus. And oh, 
how he wished that this loving Shep-’° 
herd would search for him, Little Lost 
Lambie, and find him, too! 

If Little Lambie had not been too shy 
to tell the missionary of his longing, how 
gladly she would have explained to him 
that thé purpose of this tender Shep- 
herd’s coming into the world was to 
seek and save the lost; and, that right 
then, Jesus was seeking him, and invit- 
ing him’to come and,have his sins for- 
given, so that he— Little Lost Lambie 
— might be found, and thus become one 
of the pure white lambs of His fold. - + 

It was Christmas night in the hillside 
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village, and as the shepherds of Beth- 
lehem gathered, long, long ago, about 
the manger bed of the little Lord Jesus, 
so these shepherds of India gathered now 
at their church; and as the angel of the 
Lerd came, long, long ago, to bring 
“good tidings of great joy .. . to all peo- 
ple,” sc these shepherds came now to 
tell of the Saviour, of whom God had 
said, “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). 


In the corner of the church stood a 
Christmas tree, a stubby little thorn 
tree, bright with burning wicks of string 
coiled within tiny, saucerlike clay lamps 
—clay lamps filled with castor oil, and 
set among the sturdy, twisted branches 
of the tree. 


Little Lambie listened wistfully while 
the pastor told how “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son [His Son who was born in the man- 
ger of Bethlehem], that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 


Little Lambie listened, also, to the 
story of Wise Men who came from the 
East to find and worship Jesus, and to 
present unto Him gifts. He heard the 
pastor remind the Christian shepherds 
of the words of the Lord, how He said, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40b). 


When the pastor invited all those who 
wished to do so, to bring their gifts and 
lay them at the foot of the tree, Little 
Lambie watched as those poor Chris- 
tians brought their gifts for people who 
were still poorer than themselves. And 
these were the gifts he saw them bring: 
a handful of rice, a tree tomato, an ear 
of corn, an egg, an onion, a stalk of 
sugar cane, and other gifts like these. 


While Little Lost Lambie watched the 
people, and listened to their simple serv- 
ice, again he longed to have the loving 
Shepherd seek and find him. At length 
his longing became so great that, hardly 
conscious of what he was doing, he sob- 
bed out his first prayer: “Here I am, 
Lord Jesus. Seek, and find me. Make 
me one of the pure white lambs of Your 
fold.” 


Softly came the Shepherd’s reply: “I 
have sought you, Little Lambie, and I 
have found you, too. Welcome into My 
fold.” 


Then, forgetting his shyness, Little 
Lambie hastened to the Christmas tree 
with his gift for the Saviour Shepherd. 
His gift? It was Little found Lambie. 


If you are a little lost lambie, won’t 
you let the waiting, searching Shepherd 
find you, just as that. other Little Lost 
Lambie, on a.Christmas night, in far- 
away India let the precious Lord Jesus 
find him? 

Newark, N. J. 
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Subscribe today. In U.S.A. $1.20a year 
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Your fellowship in working, praying, giving is invited. 
Gospel and teaching literature suppli to mission- 
sonal workers, and prisons, as God’s people 


Write today for details of this Faith and Non-profit 
work. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
Box BB Eagle Rock Station Los Angeles 41, Calif, 
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With the New Books 


The Christmas Story in Pictures... By 
W. F. Beck; illustrated by Ruth W. 
Rogers. (Concordia Publishing House, 


St. Louis 18; 30 cents.) The story of the ° 


birth and boyhood of Christ is pre- 
sented in a series of brightly colored 
pictures, with two to six on a page, and 
in a brief, running narrative accompany- 
ing the scenes. The Palestinian land- 
scapes and costumes are well done, and 
the faces of the characters are expres- 
sive and strong. Several small colored 
maps are interspersed among the illus- 
trations. The record of the virgin birth 
is well and tactfully handled, making 
the facts clear to those who understand, 
but without too much detail for the very 
young. This would make an attractive 
and instructive gift book for children, 
and will be welcomed by Christian par- 
ents and teachers at this season of the 
year. 


“What Happened to George?” By Betty 
Engebretson; illustrated by Esther 
Friend. (Rand McNally and Co., Chi- 
cago 5; $1.25.) Children between’ the 
ages of five and ten years will enjoy 
this story about George, the piglet. 
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Thanks to the Help You Gave 


Seethia, who once was a leper, is now happily free of 
all symptoms of the disease as a result of the skin treat- 
ments received at an I. C. L. M. Clinic where he also 
heard the Gospel preached, Thousands of others need 
similar help. 


Send your Christmas gift for missions today to the 


International Christian Leprosy Mission, Inc. 
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George was the politest, most obedient, 
helpful little piglet of his family. He 
had such fine habits, that is, all but one 
—he ate too much! The story follows 
George as he goes through his daily 
activities as a best-behaved piglet until 
he discovers a large platter of dough- 
nuts in the kitchen. The doughnuts 
quickly disappeared — and so_ did 
George! No one really knows what 
happened to George, but this gay little 
story and bright, two-color pictures will 
delight children, and perhaps their 
elders, too. 


Fun for Baby. By Dean Bryant; and 
My First Animal Book. By Tony Brice. 
(Rand McNally and Co., Chicago 5; 75 
cents each.) Any child from one to 
four years of age will love the large, 
brightly colored pictures in “Fun for 
Baby.” There is but one familiar ob- 
ject on each page, and a simple line of 
text describes each picture, such as, “See 
the orange,” “See the cart,” “See the 
cookie, like a heart.” Even a very tiny 
child will soon learn to say these words 
as the pages are turned. . 

“My First Animal Book” will introduce 
the child of the same age group to the 
different animals. There is one animal, 
big, colorful, and bright, on each page, 
with a short, easily-remembered line 
identifying each picture. The actions 
of each animal are described with lines 
such as “The baby kitten plays,” “The 
baby chick peeps,” and the line accom- 
panying the last picture reads, “But the 
baby pig just sits.” 

Both of these books are made of sturdy 
cardboard pages which were especially 
designed to withstand the rough treat- 
ment that Baby sometimes may give 
them, and the rounded edges and plastic 
spiral binding make the book .most safe 
for such handling. 


My Prayer Book. Verses by Margaret 
Clemens; pictures by Esther Friend. 
(Rand McNally and Co., Chicago 5; 60 
cents.) This little book will be most 
helpful in teaching even the youngest 
child that God, his Heavenly Father, 
wants to hear about all things which 
concern him. The prayers are brief and 
are simply worded. They are grouped 
in three sections: prayers for the morn- 
ing, prayers about the happenings of the 
day, and prayers for evening, all written 
in simple, easy-to-remember rhymes, and 
are reverent, and yet give guidance and 
joyous expression to the child’s feelings 
of wonder, gratitude, and happiness in 
daily occurrences. There are pictures 
to illustrate each prayer, and these will 
help to make the thought very real 
to the child. 


Crystal Sea. By Louise Harrison Me- 
Craw. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York 10; $2.) All of Miss McCraw’s books 


_ present the deeper life ‘in Christ, and 


this story is/no exception. Those who 
have been satisfied with a formal, tradi- 
tional religion will be caused to see 
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European Evangelistic 


Crusade, Inc. 


Reaching Europe’s millions for Christ 
through evangelism, children’s work and 
Scripture distribution. 


WRITE FOR FREE COPY OF 


“The Voice of Europe,” official organ of 
the E. E. C. published periodically. 





European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
1179 Delaware Ave. Buffalo 9, N. Y. 
Rev. James A. Stewart, Founder and General Director 





Through the Bible Study 
= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Dr. J. ® '° 
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ome Study. 
= Gqvedee Ties Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 
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He Shall Save His People From Their Sins 


Matthew 1:21 
How Can They Believe Uniess They Hear? 


Christian Witness to Israel, Ine. 


(An undenominational mission supported by voluntary 
contributions.) 


Reem 205, Dept. C, 69 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y. 





Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 
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GIVE THE 


PROPHETIC WORD 


a Christmas gift PROPHETIC WORD is 
ee delight, but each month it brings a 
fresh reminder of the giver. It is full of rich 
spiritual food, profitable prophetical studies, 
timely topics, and practical suggestions. Its 
monthly prayer article and prayer guide have 

the fruitfulness of many. Editor: 
Rev. G. P. Ly amamcene t of American Semi- 


Mail your subscriptions today. $1 a year. The 
PROPHETIC WORD, 1301 East 35th St., 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y.; 32 Roxborough St. E., 
Toronto 5, Canada. 
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their need of reality, and those who 
have been trying to gain two worlds 
at once will see the impossibility of it, 
and the folly of such endeavor. This 
story, which revolves around a young 
woman schoolteacher, deals with every- 
day life, and faces the problems that 
inevitably come to all Christians through 
life. It may be a little too philosophical 
for average young people, but will prove 
beneficial to all who read it. The illus- 
tration of the Crystal Sea from which 
the book takes its title is excellent, 


The Heritage of Hell—the Modern 
Dance. By Dan Gilbert, LL.D. (Zonder- 
van Pub, House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
35 cents.) In a juvenile court case in- 
volving the sex delinquency of a teen- 
age girl after a dance, the mother of 
the girl tearfully held up a pamphlet 
written by a noted Modernist church 
leader in which he recommended danc- 
ing as a “fine and innocent form of rec- 
reation.” “How was I to know,” de- 
manded the mother, “that this man was 
not telling the truth?” With this intro- 
duction, Dr. Gilbert goes on to prove 
with pointed arguments, striking illus- 
trations, and a score of powerful testi- 
monies from writers, educators, lawyers, 
sociologists, and others, that the dance 
is one of the great factors in the present 
crime wave among American youth. He 
deals especially with the matter of com- 
pulsory dancing in the high schools. 
Every Christian parent and educator 
should read the keen, illuminating, 
sobering, and startling comments on the 
subject by the nationally known sexol- 
ogist, Dr. Allison L. Bradbury, and others 
equally qualified to speak. 

Pearls from the Prophets. By Dr. W. 
G. Heslop. (Higley Press, 119 E. Oak 
St., Butler, Ind., $1.50.) “The damning 
sin of our day is knowing but not do- 
ing.” “Earth’s Edens do not last for 
long. Beauty soon turns to baldness, 
perfection soon becomes putrefaction, 
comeliness soon is cursed and paradise 
becomes purgatory.” These and many 
other pungent statements will be found 
in this book on the prophecy of Ezekiel. 
The author is positive and emphatic in 
all he says. The arrangement is unusual. 
There is first a two-column presentation. 
In one column are statements, words, 
and verses of Scripture. In the other 
column opposite are terse, condensed, 
expository phrases and paragraphs. 
Then follow more extended expositions 
of certain passages. The work is neither 
technical nor ethical, but is devotional 
and challenging. Some expressions sug- 
gest that the author may hold to the 
eradication theory of sanctification. 
Nevertheless, one cannot help but ap- 
preciate his plea for righteous living. 
The author is definitely Arminian in his 
views, and is extremely dogmatic in 
setting forth his position. There are a 
number of typographical errors which 
should be corrected. Apart from these 
matters, the book is well worth reading. 
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DID YOU KNOW 





that the John Brown University has 
one of the most modern home eco- 
oe ants in all the south and that 

goal of training in this widely 
om university is to offer an open 
door to girls and young women who 
want to train in all the fine arts of 
home-building as well as the usual 
activities involving special music, 
business administration, and general 
office training. Nowhere in America 
will young people find a more whole- 
some, happy environment than in this 


inde t, Christian university. 
Write 
JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY - 
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will appreciate a Bible 
Our stock will afford you | 
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Many other attractive books 
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Visit Our Religious Section 
Examine our offerings *, 
No obligation to purchase 
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Leary’s Book Store 


Largest Old Bock Store in America 


9th Street below Market 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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Open Monday, Wednesday, and : 
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SPEND THE WINTER IN... 


FLORIDA 


At the beautiful 


HOTEL HACIENDA 


(Recommended by Duncan Hines) 
Tropical in setting — Spanish in design 
Luxurious in appointments 
No bar in this exclusive hotel 
Ideal climate and recreation 
Reasonable in cost. | Send for bulletin. 


Address: DR. W. T. WATSON, Director 
New Port Richey Florida 
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Have You Seen I? 


—~ 
The only devotional guide with con- 





secutive Bible study . . . comments from 
30 of America’s leading Bible teachers. 


SEEK Magazine 


Scores of Cuties, and pastors are changing to this 
1 devotional guide, Daily com- 
ments by men such as Dr, Ironside, Dr, Harrison, Dr, 
Zwemer, Dr, Ockenga and others. 


Write Today for the 


Special FREE Offere 


To introduce SEEK to new users we will supply 
the first quarter of 1948 absolutely free 
your church, A request on your church veationeey 
will bring a free sample and full details of this 
generous plan, 





Good News Publishers, 411 S, Wells, Chicago 7, Hl. 








PROCLAIM THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL 


Sundag-school 
lesson helps 


on the Uniform Lessons 


Union lesson helps and story papers 
are Bible-centered, undenominational, 
easy to teach and interesting to study. 
ao ey especially for the small and 

um sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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A Devotional Interpretation of Familiar 
Hymns. By Earl E. Brock, M.A. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $1.25.) 
The title exactly fits and describes the 
contents of the book. It is not the usual 
collection of facts about hymns and their 
composers, nor is it a grouping of stories 
and incidents about the hymn and its 
use, though both of these features are 
included. It is a leisurely and spiritual 
meditation, and a truly devotional inter- 
pretation of a number of well-known 
hymns with their writers. There is much 
rich material that could be of use tu 
song leaders, us well as to ministers and 
others in preparing messages. But the 
evident purpose of the book is to pro- 
vide material whereby there may be a 
greater appreciation of these particular 
hymns. Some of the twelve thus inter- 
preted are: “When I Survey the Won- 
drous Cross,” “O Love That Wilt Not 
Let Me Go,” “Wonderful Words of Life,” 
“In the Garden,” “Silent Night, Holy 
Night,” “The Ninety and Nine,” “Tell 
Me the Old, Old Story,” “Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot,” “I'll Go Where You 
Want Me To Go,” and “The Old Rugged 
Cross.” 


The Guaseme Beatitude. By Earle V. 
Pierce, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York 10; $2.) Those who look for 


- information, inspiration, enthusiasm, and 


interpretation in the realm of steward- 
ship and Christian giving will not be 
the least bit disappointed in this book. 
It is a tonic, a diversion, and a seminar 
all in one. The author has made a spe- 
cial study of the subject and seems to 
have overlooked nothing. There are 
eighteen addresses from as many differ- 
ent standpoints. There is humor, pathos, 
pungency, devotion, and passion through- 
out the entire treatise. The message on 
“Christ’s Motive for Giving” is excellent, 
and worth the price of the book itself. 
“The Cancer of Covetousness,”* and 
“Jesus Takes the ‘Stew’ Out of Steward- 
ship” are fine. This is one of the best 
collections of stewardship messages in 
print. Every minister and Christian 
leader will profit greatly by the reading 
of this book. 
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without Christ? 


Hyman J. 
Appelman 


THE NEED IS GREAT! THE TIME IS RIPE! DOORS ARE OPENING TO US! 


to turn? 


WILL YOU PRAY? 


Will you invest in souls for eternity? 


"Ye & Nothing to You?” 


@ That 6,000,000 Jews have died in 15 years 


@ That Palestine is about to flame with war? 
@ That 10,000,000 Jews know not whither 


Harry A. 
Ironside 


WILL YOU INTERCEDE? 
Write 


American Association for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
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Life Endures. A Devotional Exposition 
of Second Corinthians. By Roy L. Laurin. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $3.) Do you really want the 
life that endures? “There is a life that 
meets all foes with triumph. There is a 
life that faces disaster with conquest. 
There is a life that supplies us with the 
necessary elements of existence. There 
isa life that is indispensable. That life 
is the life of Christ.” Paul had this life. 
Do you have it? These messages are 
so simple, so. practical, so suited to our 
times, even though taken from a first 
century experience. Every now and then 
an illustration that really illustrates is 
slipped in to throw light upon a page 
of the Word. A Christian who loves the 
C spel cannot read these simple exposi- 
tions without himself wanting to pro- 
claim the message. All who wish to 
have the victory in Christ are urged to 
read this helpful book based on Second 
Corinthians. 


Types and Shadows of Christ in the 
Tabernacle. By James F. Spink, F.R.G.S. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; $2.) Many 
large books have been written on the 
Tabernacle and the offerings, but no 
doubt even those who wrote them will 
be able to find much food for thought 
in these deeply devotional studies. Here 
is indeed much in little space. The 
author’s purpose was to interest young 
Christians in the types and shadows of 
the Old Testament. Golden gems of 
truth are repeatedly brought out in this 
readable volume. The closer we look at 
the Tabernacle the more we see how God 
has provided for every need of the soul. 
No doubt the reading of this volume 
will stimulate both young and old to 
a deeper and more reverent study of the 
precious things that relate to Christ as 
seen in the Tabernacle. 


My Sermon Notes on Parables and 
Metaphors. By the Rev. W. P. Van Wyk. 
(Baker Book House, 1019 Wealthy St., 
S.E., Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) “Pas- 
tor Van Wyk must have dwelt at ‘the 
house of the Interpreter,’” is well stated 
by Andrew W, Blackwood, in his intro- 
duction. There are twenty-four con- 
densed homilies in the book. Eight in 
Matthew, fourteen in Luke, and two in 
John. They are all of an expository 
nature, and all more or less uniform in 
construction. They run from one to five 
main points, but most of them follow 
the threefold division. There is a topic, 
a paragraph of introduction, then under 
each main heading are two or three sub- 
headings, with from one to six or seven 
pertinent and exegetical sentences. The 
author is true to the Word and stays 
with his text. The notes are quite sug- 
gestive, though simple and practical. 
The book should be helpful to young 
preachers, and should stimulate one to 
do expository preaching, so greatly 


needed today, and so conspicuous by its 
absence. Many of the topics and out- 
lines can be rearranged and reworded 
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_ to advantage, but they are thought-pro- 


voking and will encourage real interpre- 
tative preaching. The book should also 
be. helpful to laymen and_ untrained 
Christian. leaders when called upon to 
give .short devotional messages. 


What Goes on Here! By William Ward 
Ayer, DD. (Zondervan. Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) Our times 
have brought forth many books on 
prophecy. It is not surprising, but re- 
grettable, that many of these have been 
‘of the sensational, date-setting variety. 
They have done much to bring a very 
important subject of the Bible into dis- 
repute. This volume is gratifyingly dif- 
ferent. The writer does not attempt to 
prophesy but to interpret. He does not 
endeavor to make the minutiae of world 
events fit into a pattern consistent with 
an interpretation of all the mysteries 
of Daniel and Revelation. Yet he be- 
lieves that only the return of Christ can 
bring peace to this troubled world. He 
deals Biblically and interestingly with 
many subjects of present-day interest, 
such as Russia, Israel, Paiestine, the 
Arab. He shows the terrible trend down- 
ward, and calls our nation to repent- 
ance. ‘He wants to be one of the. voices 
speaking God’s truth, magnifying His 
Word, and giving a faithful witness to 
the prophesied end of.all history, and 
a herald of the new. world to come. 


Bill and the Ciréus. By Sanford 
Tousey. (Albert Whitman and Co., 560 
W. Lake St., Chicago 6; $1.25.) Bill Jor- 
don and his Uncle Sam lived on a ranch 
in the West. They often did stunts and 
tricks with Uncle Sam’s horse and with 
ropes, just for the fun of it. One day 
an advance agent fer a country circus 
drove along their road and saw them 
stunting and asked them if they would 
like to work in his circus. So they 
went with him for that summer, and 
this is the story of how they got started 
and some of the exciting and interest- 
ing incidents of their initiation into cir- 
cus life. Junior boys and girls will like 
this story and its twenty illustrations, 
many in color, drawn by the author 
himself. 


Susan and the Butterbees. By Ralph 
Bergengren, (Longmans, Green and Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $2.) It was the Sand- 
man who made possible, Susan’s pleasant 
and wonderful; adventures. Often when 
he visited Susan, her forty-seven uncles 
came, too; and what little girl wouldn’t 
have a perfectly wonderful time being 
the only niece of forty-seven uncles! 
She first met these uncles on the beach 
while she was watching a flock of sand- 
pipers and talking to a lobsterman, who 
was a fairy in disguise. Then, one time, 
the uncles took her to the circus when 
her father thought she was too young to 
go. There was a day when Susan could 
not go out to a. party because it had 
rained and she had no rubbers; and so 
she settled herself to read her “Child’s 
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60,000 Miracle Miles 


by hitchhiking HERB SEAL 

forward by Dr. Harry Vom Bruch 
Fascinating conversations with Con- 
grassmen, Convicts, Ambassadors or 
Atheists! “Humorous, Homely, and 
Heavenly.” 60 pages. Ideal for gifts; 
for S. S. Teachers; to give Young 
People, Housewives, Businessmen, etc. 


Only 50 centS —___ 
Order direct from: 

A. R. ©. inc., P. 0. Box 6, Glendele, Calif. or 
The Peooles Press, 100 Bloor E., Toronto, Con. 
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Ready for you , 
America’s best holiday tracts! Artistically de- 
signed with striking Christmas messages, A 
generous sample is yours Free for the asking. 
Or send 25c for generous assortment of all 
titles available. 


. « FREE samples of some of 


Write today to: GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 
411 S. Wells © Chicago 7, lilinols 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





How to get FREE Copy of 
MOODY PRIZE-WINNING NOVEL! 
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John Leonard Lovdahl’s Sun in the Street can 
now be yours free. A gripping, historical novel 
of French revolutionary days. A spiritual treat 
a you can’t afford to miss. The 
Li characters in spiritual con- 
| flict come alive until you feel 
they know your problems be- 
cause theirs are like yours. 
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Now, this book can be yours a 
free. members. 


This FREE BOOK to all NEW Members 


of the PINEBROOK BOOK CLUB 
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she Warkds aAtGEIT yuudameutat Christian Book Cab 


THREE Money Saving Plans 


Membership is FREE. You get a Free 
book when you join. Members of the Pine- 
brook Book Club enjoy three special advan- 
tages: 1. Reduced prices on all “double se- 
lections.” You save 20% to 33% on double 
selections and still get full dividend credit. 
2. Dividends on “alternates.” If you choose 


* an alternate book instead of the book-of-the- 


month choice you do not lose dividend credit. 
8. Choice of F'ree books. You do not have to 
accept books ng already have. You choose 
your free books. 


Choose Your FREE Book 
with December Selection 


Sun in the Street will be sent you abso- 
lutely Free with the current monthly book 
ehoice. You simply agree to buy at least $8 
worth of books within the next year, begin- 
hing with the December selection, and 


“BOOKCAST” Free Each Month 


A 20-page Christian book-review maga- 
zine free each month. Reviews of the book- 
of-the-month choice and other fundamen- 
tally-sound Christian books. After you re- 
ceive BOOKCAST and you decide you want 
the current selection you do absolutely noth- 
ing. It’s simply mailed you at the regular 
shipping date. If you don’t want it and 
prefer an alternate you select another with 
the blank provided. If you:don’t want any 
book that month you simply mark the blank 
accordingly and return. The only require- 
ment is that you buy a total of $8 worth 
each year of your membership. 


Start Enjoying Membership NOW 


Build yourself a library you'll ee proud of—this 
easy, economical way. Limply sign coupon below 
and mail immediately. Your free book will be sent 
by return mail with your first purchased book. But 
do act now—so you'll not miss these extra benefits. 





the Prize Winning Novel will be sent you 
FREE. 





FREE MEMBERSHIP COUPO 


MAIL 
TODAY 








Six Extra Benefits yOu Get 


When you become a member—Here’s 
what YOU get: 1. Free membership. No 
dues, extra fees or hidden charges. 2. 
Free Subscription to BOOKCAST, a 
monthly book review magazine. 3. Free 
book for joining. 4. Dividend books of 
your choice with extra purchases. 5. Free 
Tract ministry to help you select books 
helpful to fricnds and effective in soul- 
winning efforts. 6. Complete service on 
all types of Christian literature and sup- 
plies. 


Pinebrook Book Club, Dept. $T-127 
63 Grand Ave., East Stroudsburg, Pa. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Pine- 
brook Book Club. I understand I am to buy at 
least $8 worth of books each year, at the retail 
price, plus a few cents postage. I also under- 
stand that you'll send me Sun in the Street 
FREE, with the current December book selec- 


tion. 
Name 





Address 





( ) Check here for information on Clergy 
Book Club. 

( ) Check here for information on Junior 
Book Club. 
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Gift Suggestions 
Get a Chaplain Folding Organ for your 


hurch, also small el Organ Shop, 3117 H 
churc so $ electrics. ay 
son, N., Canton Ohio. ae 


Fst e582 1948 


R. A. TORREY 


inelet_ om on the ORIGINAL 
‘orty-eight years’ remacy. 
Never equalled. Condensed 
Theeghy . Digest and Text of 

son. Full Exposition, Other features. 
Flexible Binding. 50c Postpaid 
F. H. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N.Y. 











Higley’s 1948 S. S. lesson 
commentary is best in its 
field. Has most teaching 
helps. Complete for les- 
son teaching. True to the 

whole Bible. Fundamentally Sound. 
320 pages, only $1.50. Order Now. Write 
for FREE catalog of S. S. supplies. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS 
Dept. TH Butler, Indiana 


WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 
We believe that the and effectiveness 
of our school will increased as more 
people pray for us. 


We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a four- 
page monthly, to you regularly if you 
will put us on your prayer list. Write today. 


ULTNOMA 


School of the 


BIBLE 


Wilterd M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
8. ©. GUyCLUTE, B.D. 200M ©. SOTTONELL, B.D. 
703 N. E. Multnomah $t., Portland 12, Oregon 














Read OUR HOPE 


“CHOICE OF BIBLE 


LOVERS 





**Qur magazine 
HOPE has been noted 
for sound, constructive Christian teaching for 
many yeu. It gives hope and courage to 
the 9967 
J.'Oliver Buswell, President of 
Nathoot Bible rm New York City. 


Wide Variety of Bible Helps 
For over 50 years, OUR HOPE has given 
thousands a dee 


understanding of the Bible. 
Packed with rich variety. 64 pages each 
month: Editorials, Current Events in the 
Light of the Bible, Expositions of Bible Books, 
Questions and Answers, 4g a3 Book Re- 
views, ete. Founded by Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein; 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., Publisher; E. 
Schuyler English, Litt.D., Editor. 


Try it and see—7 monthe only $7 


Our = 7 month prcouutated < offer— 
only $1—is your opportunity egu price, 
$2 a year; sample mS 20c—better still, send 
$1 for 7 big issues. ite TODAY! 


OUR HOPE, Dept. ST, P. 0. Box 146, Waretown, N.J. 
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Illustrated History in Easy Verses.” As 
she read about Sir Walter Raleigh and 
the queen, her uncles came and really 
put Sir Walter to shame! All together 
there are in this book eight stories of 
Susan and her Uncle Butterbees, who 
all had the Butterbee nose — but Susan 
didn’t. Young readers will ‘enjoy this 
imaginative and humorous tale with its 
apt illustrations and rhymes. 


The Split Between Roman Catholicism 
and Christ. (Lutheran Press, 1819 Broad- 
-way, New York 23; 10 cents a copy, spe- 
cial prices in quantities.) In the twenty- 
four pages of this booklet there is more 
historical information concerning true 
Christianity and Catholicism than in 
some whole books. Every page is di- 
vided into two columns, giving “The 
Word of Rome” and “The Word of God” 
on vital subjects, such as Purgatory and 
the Mass. The dates of all the important 
decisions of the Roman Catholic Church 
are given, from A.D. 593 to 1908. Here 
is powerful ammunition to overcome the 
growing influence of Catholicism and help 
to convince sincere seekers for the truth. 


Winky Meets the Gypsies. By Ken 
Anderson. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) A 
missing dog, a boy crying for help, a 
gypsy caravan in which there is a girl 
who was distinctly heard by a number 
of witnesses to say that she wanted a 
dog — these are some of the ingredients 
of this interesting story. Winky and his 
little friends, who are Christians and 
believe in prayer and clearly under- 
stand the way of salvation, are real 
witnesses to the gypsy girl, who comes 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ as her 


Saviour. This is the third “Winky book”: 


by this popular author of stories for 
boys and girls from five to ten years 
old. 


South From Guadalcanal. The Ro- 
mance of Rennell Island. By Northcote 
Deck. (Evangelical Publishers, Toronto 
1, Can., $1.50.) Wherever God works 
there is romance; wherever He works 
“exceeding abundantly above” expecta- 
tion there is miracle. 


Island (one of the Solomons) is both 
romance and miracle—an amazing epic 
The South Sea Evangelical Mission has 
been interested in the island since 1909, 
when their little mission boat Evangel 
first visited it. Their first attempt to 
install missionaries on the island re- 
sulted in tragedy — the killing of the three 
evangelists by the seemingly friendly 
Rennellese. From that time until 1934, 
because of Government restrictions, the 
growth of the mission’s work in other 
quarters, and the inaccessibility of Ren- 
nell, no missionary work was attempted 
there. From 1934 t} 1936, missionary 
endeavor was carried on chiefly by tak- 
ing from the island in relays small 
groups to be taught at the mission school 
“ 


ee 


The history .of , 
missionary endeavor on remote Rennell * 
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at Malaita, the island on which is the 
main station:of the mission. From 1936 
to 1939, the work was stopped again by 
Government restriction — for health rea- 
sons.-.'In 1940, the missionaries were 
permitted to go to Rennell again, and 


then came the war with the stopping of 
all shipping. . And now, once again, the . 


missionaries aré free to enter Rennell. 
Was such,seeming spasmodic mission- 
ary endeavor worth while? Miracu- 
lously so.. The population of the. whole 
island today has. given up their heathen 
worship and are under Christian instruc- 
tion, and many. have been converted. 
For really absorbing. adventure reading, 
this book cannot be surpassed, for it is 
not only stirring adventure, but adven- 
ture with an exalted purpose and as- 
tounding results. 


Anna Judson, Heroine .of Burma. By 
Basil Miller. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) “I would 
tie my daughter to the bedpost before 
I would Iet her go to Burma!” shouted 
John. Haseltine. But daughter Ann 
went. And quoting from her unusual 
journals, the author enables one to see 
through Ann’s own eyes the voyage to 
Calcutta, to the Isle of France, Madras, 
and at last to Rangoon, Burma. Before 
the journey’s end, however, Ann’s baby 
died, the first in a long line of sorrows. 

Bravely the Judsons began their life 
of study, building, prayer, and preach- 
ing, a service that seemed to end in 
Adoniram’s cruel imprisonment. From 
that day, as the. world later learned, 
Ann became the Number 1. heroine in 
missionary annals. Dr. Miller shows 
plainly God’s purpose behind all her suf- 
fering, His preparation for it, and the 


. blessed. results that followed. 


And Some Believed. By Chaplain Ar- 
thur F, Glasser, U.S.N.R. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $2.) We prayed for the chap- 
lains who ministered to the armed 
forces. They are following apostolic 
precedent (Acts 14:27) in reporting to 
the Lord’s people who have stood with 
them in prayer and faith. “And Some 
Believed” narrates the overseas experi- 
encé of one Navy chaplain, covering 
eighteen months in the South Pacific. 
When three young chaplains were given 


a choice among thfée openings, Chap-. 


lain Glassér asked for work with -the 
Marines. “Chaplain, you’re in a man’s 
outfit!" he ‘was told. Assigned to a 
division. recuperating in Australia from 
the -Guadaleanal campaign, he moved 
with: it to an advanced training’ base 
on Guadalcanal Island, then into combat 
on ‘New Britain. One is thrilled with 
the faithfulness of a number of obscure 
heroes: of the faith, Marines who ‘knew 


the Lord as their Saviour and witnessed , 


of Him to their fellows. Visits among 
native islanders lend a missionary value 
to the book, .A chapter describing the 
fellowship among believers in New Zea. 
land.is particularly vivid. The..pub- 

















Lesson for December 2] 


lishers are to be complimented on the 
good format and the excellent photo- 
graphs utilized, including many from 
the Marine Corps’ Department of Public 
Relations. 


Building Gold, Silver, and Precious 
Stones. By N. A. Woychuk, A.M., Th.D. 
(Fundamental Truth Publishers, Find- 
lay, Ohio, $1.50.) There is a wealth of 
meaning, full of blessed guidance, en- 
couragement, and reproof, in that fa- 
miliar passage, 1 Corinthians 38-15. One 
who with Spirit-illumined mind has dug 
deeply into it has here produced a book 
of compelling interest that will bring 
a blessing-to every Christian who reads 
it. First the “foundation” that God has 
laid, and beside which there is none 
other, is clearly set forth. Then follow 
warm, heart-~searching messages on the 
“gold,” “silver,” and “precious stones” 
that the believer is permitted to build 
upon that foundation. The “gold” is 
shown from Scripture to represent com- 
munion with God; the “silver,” true 
Christian fellowship of believers; and 
the “precious stones,” souls won for 
Christ. The treatment is devotional, 
spiritual, and practical. The chapter on 
“Building Wood, Hay, and Stubble” is 
likewise clear, discerning, and helpful. 
Much of the matérial in this volume of 
nearly two hundred pages has been 
given orally with blessing to many, espe- 
cially young people. -K is a book that 
will be loved and treasured. 


Doctrinal Outlines. By Robert Lee. 
(Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., 229 Bothwell 
St., Glasgow, C 2, 5/, net.) Nuggets of 
pure gold are to be found in this series 
of Bible studies. They cover such 


themes as, “The Being of God,” “The 


Trinity in the Godhead,” “God Con- 


sciousness—or The Manifestation of. 


God”; a series of studies on the person 
and work of Christ, on the Holy Spirit, 
the Bible, man; and the doctrines of 
grace, such as faith, conversion, adop- 
tion, assurance, prayer, worship, and the 
like. While most. of the chapters re- 
quire study of the many Bible references 
given, yet there is great depth and rich- 
ness and spiritual illumination in the 
author’s introductions, comments, keen 
analyses, and answers to questions. 
There are thirty-seven. chapters, some 
so valuable as to be worth the whole 
price of the book. 


India Color Book. By Theodore Eng- 
strom. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents.) Teachers of 
tots find that listening must be well 
mixed with action, a problem which, 
during: the: missionary hour, may be 
solved by the use of real-life pictures 
such as Mr. Engstrom has drawn about 
India. There are twenty-three heavy- 
line sketches of that country’s homes, 
plants and animals, of children at work 
and at play. Accompanying each pic- 
ture is a brief description, and advice 
regarding the colors to be used. How- 
€éver, one misses very much something 
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The Mexican Indian Mission 
A Bible Centered Pioneer Work—Sustained by Prayer 
DR. JAMES G. DALE, Director 
For further information write—Box 256, STRATFORD, N. J. 

















The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 







school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 












































mw reach the Word...” 


The motto of Dallas Theological 
Seminary —PREACHING THE 
WORD—Paul’s exhortation to 
Timothy truly characterizes the ob- 
jective of Dallas training. Rigor- 
ous disciplines in theology, Greek, 
Hebrew, English Bible, church his- 
tory, and homiletics, coordinated 
into a four-year curriculum, have 
a common goal—the preparation 
of discerning expositors of the 
Word of God. This is the crucial 
need of the church and the world. 
Since 1924, more than 700 men 


For a f tal f ’ ; i 
on Se Se Ce eee have received Dallas Seminary 


the bi-monthly Bulletin, or 


ether’ Reecatuce, write to ‘THE training. Present record enrollment 
REGISTRAR. is 146. 
DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3901-3931 Swiss Avenue DALLAS 4, TEXAS 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
WALL CALENDAR FoR 1948 


The popularity of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times calendar has compelled us to 
have a supply made in spite ef a very much higher cost. We have kept our prices 
down to the lowest point possible, 

Once again our calendar will contain another series of twelve 
unusual pictures taken by Frances Jenkins Olcott, world-wide 
traveler and author. Her series of articles, which appeared in Tre 
Sunpay Scnoot Times has been published as a book entitled “The 

- Bridge of Caravans.” 


Twelve pictures, as shown above, each on a separate host with 
a description written by Miss Olcott in her own vivid style, are 
contained in each calendar. A Scripture verse is given for each 
day of the year, and the Internatienal Uniform Lesson topic and 
readings for each Sunday are included. Calendar size 9 x 16 in. 


These calendars dre printed in a rich sepia tone, by the gravure process, a 
style of printing which has proved to be very popular among our subscribers. 


Orders should be placed as quickly as possible. The quantity prices offer an 
opportunity to purchase the calendars for resale among friends.or fellow workers. 


PRICES (Postpaid) 


1 eee 35 50 oc ee ees - $14.00 

ae eee - 100 100 ........ 27.00 

ee S60. ..<.i:r.t SBC 

a. #2 s 6.40.66. Coe 300 cease eee SE 
THe SuNDAY SCHOOL Trikes ComMPANY 
325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET -: PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. 
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that would tell of little Indian children 
in Sunday school, learning,God’s Word 
and believing on His Son. 


w 


Your Sunday School 
Christmas Service 


NEW Christmas Service has been 

prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith 
and is available for use in your Sunday 
school this Christmas season. As before, 
it is in “convenient leaflet form and is 
made up of responsive readings from 
Scripture forthe whole school, verse 
recitations and special hymns for the 
various departments, and the like. 

The title is, “Make His Praise Glo- 
rious,” and the cost is 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred, including postage. In 
ordering, just ask for. the 1947 Christmas 
Service, and address your order, with 
proper remittance, to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 


w 


International Uniform Lesson List 
for 1948 


NUMBER of readers have inquired 

about THe Sunpay Scuoot Tres’ 
convenient, pamphlet-size list of lessons 
in the International Uniform series, pub- 
lished annually, and the Times is glad to 
announce that the 1948 list is now avail- 
able. 


It gives the title of each lésson and 
the Golden Text in full, and references 
for the Scripture passages to be studied 
and for the. devotional readings. The 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate-Senior, 
and Young People-Adult topics are also 
shown, with the accompanying Memory 
Verses and Scripture references when 
they differ from those shown for the 
over-all topic. The lessons are arranged 
in consecutive order according to the 
date and the number in each of the four 
quarters of. the year. 

The 1948 lesson list may be had at 
fifteon cents a copy, or $1.50 a dozen 
from The Sunday Schooi Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelpbia 5. 

w 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons,. issued by the Internatienal 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 15 to 21 

Mon.—Isaiah 9:2-7. The Prince of Peace. 

PraYER Succestions: “His name shall 
be called ... The Prince of Peace.” The 
prince of. darkness embodied himself -in 
a serpent to bring about. the fall of the 
first Adam and. his. race; but the Son 
of God became incarnate-in the likeness 
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Lesson for December 21 


he Sanday School Gines 


President and Editor 
Punire’E. Howarp, Jr. 


Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 


Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. Ricuman 


Associate Editor 
Joun W. Lang, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emmy D. Smrrs 
Contributing Editors: Josern P. Free, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Exnest Gorpon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 


Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Bloom 





Former President 
Pani E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray Trumsvutt, 1875-1903 
Cuartzs G. TauMBuL.L, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 


‘ The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 


five years, $10; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $2 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





of men that redemption through His 
blood might be offered to fallen human- 
ity. And that Gospel becomes available 
to mankind through persons in whose 
hearts Christ dwells by faith. The 
future benefits of Christ’s redeeming 
grace for His people excei present bless- 
ings as Heaven is better than this poor 


_ earth: He who is the Prince of Peace 


shall reign gloriously in His Kingdom, of 
which, thank God, the nations of them 
that are saved shall be the happy inhabi- 
tants. Pray for Christ’s return. 


Tues.—Luke 2:1-7. The Promise Fulfilled. 
Prayer Succestions: “The days were 
accomplished.” No promise of God is 
vain. Our covenant-keeping God, who 
teaches us to speak truth and to let our 
“yea” be yea and our “nay” — nay, never 
can fail His people. They may misjudge 
times and seasons; but ‘when the days 
are fulfilled His promises will be fully 
accomplished. “He is faithful that prom- 
ised.” Pray for more faith in God. 


Wed.—Luke 2:8-20. The Song of Peace. 

# Prayer Succestions: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men,” Angels live in eter- 
nity. We, too, should be heavenly 
minded while we journey through the 
wilderness of this world. Hope and it 
never exists apart from faith) is a sing- 
ing grace. Songs accompany hope as 
surely as despair keeps pace with hope- 
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lessness. Pray for a clearer vision of 
things to come. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 2:1-5. The Pursuits of Peace. 
Prayer Suacestions: “They shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” .. There 
is a time for everything: for imprison- 
ment and release; for punishment and 
for consolation. This ~is not the. time 


for the millennium. We would it were» ’ 
so! While it delays let us do all we 
can to promote righteousness, the foun-, 


dation of national, family, and individ- 


ual peace. Pray for grace to seek tte. 


peace and to pursue it. 


Fri.—Psalm 37:1-11. The Reward of Peace. 
Prayer Succestions: “The meek shall 
inherit the earth; and shall delight them- 


selves im the abundance of peace,”: 


Christ-indwelt people are on their way 
to eternal peace. As He was, so are they 
in this world. After sufferings He én- 
tered into His glory; after tribulations 
comes our residence with the saints in 
light. A little of Heaven’s peace may be 
ours now. Drink deeply of it. Antici- 
pate your Home by the river of God. 
Pray for a more vivid ConsetonaneES of 
the bliss of Heaven, 


Sat.—Luke 19:37-44. The Conditions of Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The things which 
belong unto thy peace.” Peace has foun- 
dations. True peace contains, among 
other ingredients, repentance yin 
God, faith in our Lord Jesus Chr 
loving obedience to God, and sigiitedue 
conduct toward everybody. Peace with 
God is necessary to enjoying the peace 
of God. The best prescription for peace 
for a child of God is Philippians 4:6 and 
7; and for a sinner, Acts 3:19. Pray for 
a spiriutal awakening in your congrega- 
tion and community. 


Sum—John 14:25-31. The Abiding Peace. ? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My peace.” Di- 
vine peace is the only real peace. Natu- 
ral peace depends upon things temporal; 
divine peace springs from the heart of 
God. Mental peace is not the same as 
spiritual peace. Peace of mind relies 


upon thoughts; God’s peace, while it is ° 


rational, is the result of His grace in 
the heart. “The peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding” (and misun- 
derstanding) is for you, if you fulfill 
the conditions (Phil. 4:6, 7). Pray for 
Christians who have missed the peace 
of God. 











newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn te these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te bay and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your werk in 
the church or Sunday school. Why net 
plan your purchases with the ade ef 
these columns? 


| On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
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The Scandinavian Alliance Mission 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


accepting the chall to renewed effort §n 
enn, eB alg ign lands today, and 
needs your prayer support. Read: 

THE MISSIONARY BROADCASTER 
(Subscription only $1.50 a year) 
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2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 














CHUCK DRESSLER 





tu Tdeal Gift for Youngeters 
G9 t13 


Chuck Dressler is a clean-cut, typical 
American boy whose escapades will 
delight the young reader. The fast- 
moving story is entirely Christian in 
its approach and treatment. 16 chap- 
ters, ten half-page, and four full-page 
black and white drawings by Phil 
Davis, creator of Mandrake the Magi- 
cian. At your bookstore or order 
from 


‘CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558-F South Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 18, Missouri 
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UT Christmas, 1947, will bring but bleakness to multiplied millions around the globe 
who have never yet heard the sweet story of Christ, though He commanded His 


followers nineteen centuries ago to tell the message to-all the world. 


The following 


excerpts from letters tell how eagerly, the heathen are responding to the Glad Tidings 
of Great Joy —“Unto YOU is born a Saviour: ... 

~ Scores of missionaries around the globe are turning to the Bible Meditation League 
for vast supplies of free, soul-winning Bible study material. 


From Missionary Theo. Ziemer in Siam: 

“It will interest you to know that as a 
result of the booklet you have already printed 
many have found Christ. It was the means 

of opening a new village. Some young men 

| received copies of the booklet and walked 

ll more than 10 miles to inquire more fully. 

As a result they were wonderfully saved — 

after the midnight hour. They returned to their village 

(called Kwee Chuak) and told their friends, with the result 
that in 3 days following 18 more accepted the Lord. 


“The edition is completety exhausted. We have been most 
careful in the distribution. The supply is just not enough 
to meet the demand. I’m wondering if the B.M.L. would 
be interested in printing another edition of at least 10,000 
or more.” 


From Indonesia for the Mohammedans: 


“We want to thank you for your decision to print los our 
work the Gospel of John (annotated) in Malay for the work 
among the Mohammedans. There are 70,000,000 people here, 
68,000,000 of them Mohammedans.” 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc. 
(Headquarters for free Bible study 
material for the world) 

74 E. Gay Street \ 
Columbus 15 -——- - Ohie . 


From Japan: 


“Dan’t know if it would be possible 2 
or not for you to send me about fifty * 
thousand copies of ‘I Was a Prisoner of ~*~ 
Japan’ in Japanese and about a thou- 
sand or so in English.” 

This is but one of scores of calls from 
Japan for soul-winning Bible material, 

And for the work among the Jews in South America the 
League has begun the printing of tens of thousands of copies 
of study material im Spanish, and also the providing of the 
powerful new booklet of study, “Let’s Ask the Prophets.” 

“The souls won to Christ in the next twelve months will 
be the ones who celebrate Christmas for the first time in 
December, 1948 !” 


From French Indo-China: 

From the daughter of the beloved Dr. Jonathan Goforth, 
reporting on Bible Meditation League ministry: 

“This is the first time any Bible work has been printed 
or mimeographed in any of the Moi languages, 80 unevan- 
gelized tribes in Indo-China.” (The Bible Meditation League 
supplies material for 42,000 Bible study. outlines for these 
tribes every month.) 
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Here is my 1947 Christmas contribution of $. . 


, given that thousands now in 


the darkness of sin may be led to Christ and thus be permitted to truly celebrate the birth 
‘ of our Lord for the first time at Christmas, 1948. 


Name 


Street address 


Post Office and State 


(I understand that I will receive the special study booklet prepared for the Jews, “Let’s 
Ask the Prophets,” as a token of appreciation for my contribution.) 
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